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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
 
🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄 
The Parish Council will once again provide a Christmas Tree for the Village and hold a lighting ceremony followed by carols and refreshments inside the Village Hall on Saturday 13th December, from 5.00pm.  There will be a Ukulele Band to play carols, and a small gift will be given to children attending. 

At the time of writing we are hoping a travelling fish and chip van will be present, so you can also enjoy a chippy tea if you wish.
🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄🎄 
 
Trustees of the Village Hall are concerned at the number of unauthorised vehicles using the Village Hall car park.  The car park is primarily for the use of patrons of the Village Hall; no overnight parking is permitted without prior arrangement.  Please be considerate. 

SOLAR FARM UPDATE 
 
RWE/Lostrigg Solar has withdrawn its application to the Planning Inspectorate due to changes in the law.  

It Is anticipated that It will lodge a new application early in 2026 with Cumberland Council which will be decided on by the Council rather than the Inspectorate.

Little Clifton Parish Council is working closely with Dean Parish Council to ensure that the voices of our villages are heard and the best possible outcome for the two parishes is secured.   We will endeavour to keep the village informed as things unfold.

 Further details can be found on RWE’s website www.lostriggsolar.com    

STAY IN 
TOUCH WITH WHATSAPP 
 
You are invited join the village WhatsApp group, a group where everyone can keep up-to-date with upcoming events, general chat, red/grey squirrel sightings and more; be as involved in the group as much or as little as you like! To be added to the group please text your name and contact number to: Brohagan 07747512108 or post a note of your details to Amber at Daleview, Bridgefoot (just opposite the Village Hall).  

 
NEWS FROM ST. LUKE’S CHURCH 
 In our churches we start our ‘new year’ at the beginning of Advent – 30th November – which is the time we start to look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus.  It seems to have come around very quickly!
This year’s Church of England Christmas theme is ‘The Joy of Christmas’, reminding us of the ‘good news of great joy’ that the angels proclaimed. 
In the Grasmoor Mission Community of which St Luke’s is a part, there are loads of resources for the season on our website – www.grasmooor.church – do take a look.  You will also find details of all the services in all our churches on the website, including of course the Christmas services.
[image: Christmas Clip Art Nativity - ClipArt Best]At St Luke’s we’ll be having our lovely Carols by Candlelight service on Sunday 21st December at 4pm, do come along and join us if you can, it’s a lovely way to start Christmas (and escape from all the shopping and wrapping!)  you’ll be able to enjoy a glass of wine or soft drink and a mince pie after the service.

On Christmas Eve there will be a ‘First Eucharist of Christmas’ service at 5pm – take a break from preparations and come and join us to celebrate our Saviour’s birth.
Our regular services at St Luke’s continue to be fortnightly at the new time of 10am.  We have Holy Communion on the second Sunday of each month and Morning Prayer on the fourth Sunday.  On the first and third Sundays at 10am we join our friends at Clifton Methodists on Gatehead – you’ll get a very warm welcome at both our churches.

I do hope you’ll join us sometime over the festive season, it would be great to see you.  In the meantime, I wish you a Christmas full of joy and a peaceful new year.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sue Shaw (Lay Minister and Churchwarden)

Coffee, 
   Crack ‘n’  
          Cake                    
Alternate Wednesday mornings 
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10am at Bridgefoot Village Hall

Come and join us for a cuppa, home-made cakes, and a natter!
Cookery Corner
Flourless Chocolate Torte
Ingredients
5 large eggs, separated
12 ounces semisweet chocolate, chopped
¾ cup butter, cubed
¼ teaspoon cream of tartar
½ cup sugar
Confectioners’ sugar, optional
Directions
Place egg whites in a large bowl; let stand at room temperature 30 minutes. Preheat oven to 350°. In top of a double boiler or a metal bowl over barely simmering water, melt chocolate and butter; stir until smooth. Remove from heat; cool slightly.
In another large bowl, beat egg yolks until thick and lemon-coloured. Beat in chocolate mixture. With clean beaters, beat egg whites and cream of tartar on medium speed until foamy. Gradually add sugar, 1 tablespoon at a time, beating on high after each addition until sugar is dissolved. Continue beating until stiff glossy peaks form. Fold a quarter of the egg whites into the chocolate mixture, then fold in the remaining whites. Transfer to a greased 9-in. springform pan. Bake until a toothpick inserted in centre comes out with moist crumbs, 40-45 minutes (do not overbake). Cool completely on a wire rack.Loosen sides from pan with a knife. Remove rim from pan. If desired, dust with confectioners’ sugar.
In the Garden Things to do in the garden during winter 
Prune your roses 
Most types of roses should be pruned in January or February, before the leaves start to emerge. Modern roses can be cut back hard while the older types should be pruned more gently. Always remove any dead, damaged or diseased stems.
Planting and pruning fruit trees and bushes 
Bare root trees and bushes can be bought and planted between November and March. Just make sure you don’t plant when the soil is frozen and they should establish well. Prune apple and pear trees, gooseberries and currant bushes too. 
Leave your perennials alone
Don’t be tempted to be too tidy. Leaving the dry leaves and stems on your herbaceous perennials will provide a place for many insects to overwinter. Dry seedheads can also be good for birds and small mammals, and they glow in the winter sun.
Turn your compost
Grab the garden fork and turn your compost. This makes sure it breaks down well and is ready to use when you need it.
If you have space for a new bin or pile, you can turn your compost into it and leave it to breakdown while you refill the empty one. Remember to check heaps for overwintering hedgehogs and other creatures first.
Look after wildlife
During freezing weather, put out fresh food and clean water for birds, and gently melt any ice on ponds so garden birds can drink. To support insects, try building a simple bug hotel using wood and sticks, filled with hollow plant stems and pine cones, creating a cosy shelter for bugs to overwinter.
Community Space has a new look!

Over the last few months you might have noticed some changes to the community space at the front of the Village Hall car park, as the old, broken flagstones have been replaced, the flower beds repaired, and new community seating installed.

The next stage will be the replanting of the flower beds, which will happen over the winter months.

If anyone would like to volunteer to help with planting up and caring for the beds, we would like to hear from you.

Please contact Jean McCartney on 01900 61180.

The Parish Council is grateful to Cumberland Council’s Lakes to Sea panel for a grant which covered 50% of the works.
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A Community Led Plan for Bridgefoot and Little Clifton

Way back in 2005 – yes that really was twenty years ago – a plan for the Parish was produced and delivered to every household.  If you were a resident in the parish at that time you might remember it.

Cumberland Council is now in the process of producing its own Plan for the next 15 or so years, so now is a good time for us to revisit our Local Plan and update it so that we can be sure our voices are heard at County level.

The Parish Council is in discussions with ACTion for Communities in Cumbria, who will advise on the who, how, where and why of the process, but one thing we do know is that we need as many local voices as possible to be part of the production of the new document, which will steer the direction our villages take for the next 15 to 20 years.

Please look out for more information coming your way over the next few months.  It really is crucial that local people get involved in this project.
***
Our usual editor of the Village News is taking a break so this edition has been edited by our Parish Council’s Clerk, Rev’d Judith Morgan.

We hope you will be back in harness soon, Sue, and wish you all the very best during your sabbatical.

CONTRIBUTE… 
 
If you have news, views, opinions or comments, a local hero you’d like to nominate, a homebusiness you’d like to advertise, an event to publicise, a favourite recipe or things you’d like to learn more about, you can contribute to the next Newsletter by emailing the Editor at LittleCliftonPC@Outlook.com
 
Our thanks to  
BellCare Domiciliary Care Services at www.bellcare.co.uk for sponsoring the printing of this Newsletter. 
 
image2.gif




image3.png




image4.gif
(

D
“‘ili




image5.png




image1.png




