LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday, 10th June 2026 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney Roland Bell, Ken Stephenson, Dan Ward, Jean Griffiths, Tracy Wood and David Thompson. Cumberland Cllr Andrew Semple, Kate Lewis from Cumberland Council’s Enforcement Team, and Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.
24/26 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Carol Wilson and Ms Lois Sparling, Community Chaplain.
Before the commencement of the meeting, the Clerk read a letter from Cllr Brian Griffiths tendering his resignation with immediate effect.  The council was saddened to hear this and wished to record its thanks to Brian for his service to the community during his time on the council.  The Clerk will notify the Monitoring Officer of the casual vacancy caused by Mr Griffiths’ resignation.
25/26 Declarations of Interest – There were none.
26/26 Minutes
The minutes of the Annual Council meeting and the May meeting of the Parish Council, both held on 13th May 2026 were approved and signed as a true record on the proposal of Cllr R Bell, seconded by Cllr D Thompson.
27/26 Public Participation
Kate Lewis introduced herself and explained her role with Cumberland Council, which is a new role of Enforcement Officer for the environmental crime team, Kate has a background as a serving officer with the police force.
Kate is targeting dog fouling with a campaign (due to be launched shortly) and reporting of offenders. Highly visible patrols will be part of the campaign along with visiting schools and speaking to children and young people about the importance of picking up after dogs and the possibility of disease when owners are irresponsible. 
The council made Kate aware that someone is leaving dark chocolate both on the bridge at Bridgefoot and at Chapel Brow in a deliberate attempt to poison dogs. 
Dog mess was reported and discussed affecting the following areas:  Chapel Brow, the footpath between Grinton and the Melbreak Hotel, between Nos 7 and 12 Scots Croft and between Nos 1 and 6 Scots Croft, Lostrigg Close, the village green (play area) at Valley View, Scots Croft Lonning and Kirkfoot Cottages. 
The possibility of additional bins, especially at Chapel Brow, was discussed but Kate explained that it costs circa £1000 per year to service each bin and the policy was to try stickering, stencilling and patrols before installing additional bins.  The council may request an additional bin via the enforcement team  but these are awarded on statistics so it is important that members of the public as well as the Parish Council, report each incident of dog fouling.  Ring doorbell footage can be uploaded and sent to the enforcement team via email. Reports can be made via the customer service team on 0300 3733730 or via the Cumberland Council website with the keywords ‘dog fouling’. 
28/26 Matters Arising from the Minutes not on the Agenda
i. Further to Min 17/26 iii it was noted that the Village Green, owned by Cumberland Council, has not been cut this year.  Cllr D Ward had reported this via CC’s website and Cllr Semple agreed to take the matter up with the relevant people at Cumberland.
ii. Further to Min 17/26 v the Clerk had reported the unacceptable standard of repair to the road from Chapel Brow to Little Clifton and County Highways had responded that they were not going to do anything more with that stretch of road.  Cumberland Cllr Semple said that he would ask for a management response to the query.  Cllr Ward had also reported this stretch of road via the website.
iii. Cllr Semple advised that the clerk should log the request for ‘Give Way signs as a request with County Highways and a review of the speed limit in the parish was expected in Summer/Autumn 2026.
29/26 Community Led Plan
The Clerk had typed up all of the sticky note responses received at Saturday’s Open Event and these were circulated to the council members. 
Ms Lois Sparling had accepted the invitation to be the independent chair of the Group that will bring the CLP into being.  
A 10% turn out of villagers was considered a good first step. 
In addition to comments received on the day, a number of Hall user groups had expressed their appreciation of the way the booking system operates and the fact that they can easily contact the Bookings Secretary to alter bookings if required.  The T’ai Chi group stated that the current arrangements were perfect for their group.
The council wished to place on record its thanks to Mrs Sue Shaw for baking for the event and for helping in the kitchen.
Mrs Shaw had been asked to consider what, if any, involvement the Church wishes to have with the process.
The Clerk had spoken to a young mother at the Church coffee morning who was willing to be a member of the group.
Some comments on sticky notes were not relevant to the process and would, therefore, be disregarded when drawing up the questionnaire, which will be the next stage of the process.  That document would also give an opportunity for people to put their names forward to be part of the group; It was noted that nobody attending the Saturday event had taken the opportunity to do so. 
Cllr Wood reported that she had made strenuous efforts on the Saturday to find a way to resolve the disharmony between the Parish Council and a very small group of local residents which has existed for the last couple of years, but found there was no appetite from the group for any kind of reconciliation or for letting go of their animosity towards the council.  Cllr Wood was thanked for trying.
It was agreed that there were too many sticky-note comments to work through in the meeting and it was resolved that this would be delegated to a working party.
30/26 Community Asset Transfer
The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Jonathan Green and a meeting would be arranged shortly between the clerk, the chairman and Mr Green so that he can see the site for himself and the project can, hopefully, be moved forwards.
31/26 Traffic Project 2026
Already discussed under Matters Arising
32/26 Allotments
Cllr Stephenson reported that there was one allotment holder who was to receive a letter asking him to vacate his plot as it had not been worked in any meaningful way for the past 18 months or so.  With a current waiting list of 6, this was deemed to be unfair.  Otherwise, all was well on the allotments.
33/26 Financial Matters
The following accounts were approved for payment:
CALC		Annual subscription		£210.88
HMRC		PAYE & Empl. NIC		£148.32
Village Hall		Rent				£300.00
 all Hall
Rev’d J Morgan 	Salary and Expenses		£509.65
Rev;d J Morgan	Reimbursement of out of
 pocket expenses for the Open Event		£  89.17
R Bell		Grass Cutting			£320.00
34/26 Parish Maintenance
Nothing new identified.
35/26 Planning Applications
There were none.
36/26 Chairman’s announcements
The Chairman thanked council members for their patience and time through a long and complex meeting, in which a lot had been achieved and moved forwards.
37/26 Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported on emails from concerned residents about kennels erected in a garden at Bridgefoot.  This had previously been referred to the planning dept and the inspector had deemed the buildings to be within the limits of ‘permitted development’.  Since then, it was alleged that several other buildings had been erected on the site and the residents had once again referred the matter to the planning inspectors.  Cllr Wood had been approached by some of those concerned and had agreed to bring the matter to the clerk’s attention, for discussion at Parish Council meeting, which she had done.  
The Clerk further reported that the owners of the property had approached her and the chairman at the Saturday event and had explained that they have five large, elderly dogs that are their own, much loved, pets.  They had erected the kennels for those dogs alone and had no intention of either breeding or kennelling dogs on the site.  They had been distressed to learn that their neighbours had reported them to the planning department and the Parish Council and expressed a wish to have a sensible conversation with their neighbours to allay their fears and put the matter to rest.
It was agreed that this is not a parish council matter unless a breach of planning had occurred and neighbour disputes are the business of those directly involved only.  That said, the Chairman asked if one other councillor would be prepared to visit the home of the new people to have a further conversation and view the kennels; Cllr Thompson agreed to do this.  
It was hoped that the matter might be amicably resolved between all parties.
38/26 Matters for next meeting
Nothing new identified.
Date of next Meeting: Working Party -Wednesday 24th June 2026 at 7.00pm
			   Parish Council – Wednesday 8th July 2026 at 7.00pm
The meeting closed at 8.55pm

Signed _________________________________________   Chairman

Date: __________________________________________
