LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 4th March 2026 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Carol Wilson, Roland Bell, Ken Stephenson, Dan Ward, Brian Griffiths. Jean Griffiths and David Thompson. Cumberland Cllr Andrew Semple and Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.
The Chairman welcomed everyone back after the winter break.
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr T. Wood (attending a family funeral).
90/25 Declarations of Interest – there were none.
91/25 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr R Bell, seconded by Cllr J Griffiths, the minutes of the meeting held on the 10th  December 2025 were approved and signed as correct record.
92/25 Public Participation – None
93/25 Matters Arising from the Minutes
There were none.
94/25 Community Asset Transfer 
An update from Paul Musgrave was read to the meeting. Cllr Semple said that he would contact Paul Green on 11th March if nothing heard from him by then.
95/25 Allotments – Work was commencing for Spring, with soil turned over and potatoes being planted.  More rat poison had been purchased in order to keep on top of the situation.
96/25 Community Led Plan
It was agreed that a meeting with Jozi Brown of ACTion with Communities in Cumbria be held after Easter.  Councillors were asked to identify any people who may be interested in helping with the CLP.  An article would be included in the next Village Newsletter.
97/25 Traffic Project 2026
The Council had agreed to work on obtaining some traffic calming measures for Bridgefoot and Little Clifton in 2026.  Cllr Semple advised that every village in Cumberland was currently being assessed for a possible 20mph speed limit.  
It was noted that the promised white lines had not been reinstated at Scots Croft or the junction at the bottom of the road.  Cllr Semple agreed to raise this issue with his contact at County Highways.
‘Stop’ and ‘Give Way’ signs would be helpful on the road up from Bridgefoot to Little Clifton and the Parish Council had been requesting these for some time.  It was noted that there was an increase in parked cars in Little Clifton due to a number of Air BnB properties, and this was causing a visual hazard to motorists.
Cllr Semple agreed to contact Karl Melville about all of these issues.
Cllr Semple updated the Parish Council on the recent meeting of Cumberland Council at which the budget had been set.  He also informed the council that the coroner’s office was moving into part of the Allerdale House building and there was a discussion of the funding and responsibilities of an elected mayor.

98/25 Financial Matters
The following accounts were approved for payment:
                  Cumberland Council (Ground rent)			£ 67.00
HMRC PAYE + Empl NIC (March)			£142.33
Rev J Morgan (March account)			£486.54
Rat Poison reimbursement				£127.23

A request for a donation was received from Allerdale CAB and on the proposal of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr D Thompson, it was agreed that £100 be sent.

99/25 Parish Maintenance 
Dog fouling continues to be an issue throughout the village and it was reported that someone had been placing chocolate on one of the footpaths in an attempt to poison dogs who walk there.  The Clerk was asked to report both issues to Environmental Health and to request that the dog warden attend the next meeting of the Parish Council.
Cllr Semple left the meeting at this point – 7.48pm
100/25 Planning Matters 
Notification was received that the following application had been granted permission:
FUL/2025/0190 Change of use from ancillary domestic storage barn to one dwelling, Springfield Cottage, Little Clifton.  No objections.
101/25 Chairman’s Announcements 
The chairman stated that a new PCSO had been appointed to the village and had been invited to attend the meeting, but no reply had been forthcoming.




102/25 Clerk’s Report 
The following items of correspondence had been received:
i. Request for information re Parish Council owned and maintained bus shelters – clerk to respond.
ii. Email from a resident raising concerns over the quality of communication from Fibrus – clerk to raise with Fibrus.  Councillors also raised concerns about the proposed traffic diversions for work to be undertaken by BT Openreach – clerk to raise the issues with County Highways.
iii. An invitation from Great Clifton Community Youth Club to attend their Annual Meeting on Wednesday 1st April at 4pm in Great Clifton Village Hall.  Poster to be displayed in the noticeboard.
103/25 Items for next meeting: 
Nothing new identified.
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 15th April 2026 at 7.00pm.
The meeting closed at 8.05pm


Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman

             ____________________________________________   Date
