LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 10th September 2025 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Carol Wilson, Brian Griffiths. Jean Griffiths, David Thompson and Tracy Wood.   Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, was also in attendance.
Apologies for absence were received from Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple
34/25 Declarations of Interest – there were none.
35/25 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr R Bell, seconded by Cllr J. Griffiths, the minutes of the meeting held on 9th July 2025 were approved and signed as correct record.
36/25 Public Participation – None
37/25 Matters Arising from the Minutes –Cumberland Cllr Andrew Semple had received written assurances that the road markings at Little Clifton would be renewed before Christmas.
38/25 Maintenance work on Lonning.
A tender of £995 to cover two cuts had been accepted from Mr R Skelton, who had commenced work and was reportedly doing a good job.  Mr Skelton had not yet submitted his invoice and the Chairman agreed to contact him about this and to ask him to complete the cut of the bushes as soon as possible. Safety cones and signs would be needed whilst cutting along the roadside and Cllr Stephenson offered his should they be needed.
39/25 Community Asset Transfer – The Chairman and Clerk had met with Cumberland Cllr Semple and Mr Paul Musgrave on 10th July and Mr Musgrave had taken up the cause on behalf of the Parish Council.  
40/25 Allotments – All was going well with the plots.
41/25 Financial Matters
i. The following accounts were approved for payment:
CALC (councillor training x 2)				£  60.00
HMRC PAYE + empl NIC (September)			£174.51
Rev J Morgan (September account)				£576.18*
R Bell as per invoice 					£680.00

*It was noted that the NALC pay rise 2025/6 is being paid, back dated to April 2025.

42/25 Parish Maintenance 
i. The chairman and Clerk requested permission to tend the flowerbeds at the front of the Village Hall car park and asked for volunteers from the Parish Council to help with this task.  Cllrs Bell, Thompson and Wilson all volunteered.  Work to commence as soon as practical.
ii. Dog fouling on the lonning remains a problem.  The Chairman has asked County Highways for better signage.  Councillors asked to keep an eye open for offenders, and report.  The council discussed the possibility of purchasing CCTV cameras to monitor the lonning.
iii. The Chairman agreed to ask Mrs. Tasker whether there are any plans to reintroduce the Village Newsletter, and, if not, whether she could let Cllr Wilson have the template so that a newsletter can be produced in house.  It was hoped that a newsletter could be issued before Christmas.
iv. Cllr Bell was asked to cut back the hedge adjoining the Village Hall.
v. It was noted that the dyke adjacent to the houses at Lostrigg Close had been cut back very recently, by a local resident.

43/25 Planning Matters – Notification of approval of the following application was received:
VAR/2025/0013 D Gate – Variation of conditions 2 (drawings) 3 (means of enclosure) and 4 (hedgerow) on application 2/2018/01666 – 1 – 4 Harrison Park. Little Clifton.  The Parish Council had no objections.
44/25 Lostrigg Solar
It was noted that the application to the Planning Inspectorate has been withdrawn and a planning application to Cumberland Council is expected to be made in January 2026.
An email from Mr Jeff Ferguson (Dean PC) was read to the meeting, setting out the steps Dean PC is taking, in conjunction with ACTion with Communities in Cumbria, to produce a Parish Plan.  It was agreed that the possibility of Little Clifton PC doing the same, be placed on the agenda for the October meeting.
45/25 Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman welcomed everyone back after the summer break and asked permission for a Christmas Tree to be purchased for the Village again this year, to be sited at the Village Hall and for a Switch On event to be held.  This was agreed.




46/25 Clerk’s Report 
A request from Lois Sparling to attend a future council meeting to introduce herself, was received.  It was agreed that Ms Sparling be invited to attend the October council meeting.
47/25 Items for next meeting: 
Newsletter
Parish Plan
Lois Sparling – visitor.
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 8th October 2025 at 7.00pm.

The meeting closed at 7.32pm


Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman

             ____________________________________________   Date
