LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 14th May 2025 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Carol Wilson,  Brian Griffiths. Jean Griffiths, David Thompson and Tracy Wood.  Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple, Mr Ray Wilson, Quarry Manager at Tendley Quarry and Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Dan Ward (family commitment).
20/25 Declarations of Interest – there were none.
21/25 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr R Bell, seconded by Cllr J. Griffiths, the minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 2025 were approved and signed as correct record.
22/25 Public Participation – None
23/25 Visitor’s Business – Mr Ray Wilson, Tendley Quarries
There was a discussion about Tendley Quarries and recent issues raised by residents, including spilled shillies, uncovered waggons and speed of waggons through the villages.  Mr Wilson confirmed that there had been more night work of late and that there had been a temporary increase in lorries through the village but he assured the meeting that these fluctuations are normal and even our over the course of a year.  There was particular concern for the speeds at which both Harrisons and Armstrongs lorries ‘thunder’ through the village whilst it was appreciated that Fosters’ drivers are more considerate.  Mr Wilson agreed to speak to the owners of both the Harrisons and Armstrongs lorries to ask them to ensure that their drivers stick to the rules.  He acknowledged that different types of lorries have different sheeting but that, in any case, if shillies are being spilled when driving around corners, the lorry is going too fast.  
There were concerns for pedestrians and Mr Wilson suggested that the Parish Council might purchase a flashing speed indicator sign to encourage all vehicles to keep to the speed limit.  He volunteered to visit the village when he could and observe the lorries passing through Bridgefoot in particular.  The Chairman expressed concern that speeding loaded lorries exacerbate existing potholes.
Mr Wilson advised the meeting that the company was, from 1st July 2025, no longer Tendley Quarries Ltd but Tarmac.  There would be no operational differences, and he would reman the point of contact for the Parish Council – rebranding would happen in time.
Mr Wilson left the meeting at 7.25pm
24/25 Matters Arising from the Minutes – It was noted that the planned Car Boot and Table Top sale had to be cancelled as there was no interest from the community.
25/25 Tenders for Maintenance work on Lonning.
No tenders had yet been received although several had been invited.  The issue will be resolved as soon as possible.  Cumberland Councillor A Semple agreed to ask County Highways why the bushes on the lonning had not been flailed when the other verge side bushes in the parish had been.  
26/25 Community Asset Transfer – The Clerk reported that she had received an email from Cumberland Council stating that a letter had been sent in 2017 giving a definitive ‘No’ to this CAT.  During discussion the Parish Council confirmed that the letter had referred to the land on which the Village Hall and car park stand.  
A meeting had been arranged for the Chairman and Clerk to meet with Cumberland Councillor A Semple and Mr Paul Mugrave of CC on site on Thursday 10th July, when it was hoped the matter could be moved forward.
27/25 Allotments – All was going well with the plots.
28/25 Financial Matters
i. The following accounts were paid during June approved for payment:
HMRC PAYE + empl NIC (June)				£138.91
Rev J Morgan (June account)				£491.23
ii. The following accounts were approved for payment:
S Harrison, web hosting 					£103.00
Tetra Tech (phase 11)				             £1733.90
Rev J Morgan (July account)					£476.35
HMRC PAYE + emp NIC July 					£135.97
D Thompson as per quote for improvement to
Village Hall car park frontage			            £3900.00
R Bell as per invoice 					£420.00
Rev J Morgan (August Account)			               £467.91
HMRC PAYE and empl NIC August 				£135.97

29/25 Parish Maintenance 
i. The chairman reported that County Highways had failed to renew the white lines on the road from Little Clifton to Bridgefoot, the repainting of signage on the road at the Scots Croft garages and the SLOW sign in the road outside White House, Little Clifton – all of which the council was previously assured would be done.  In addition she reported two near misses, one with e-scooters and the other with a bicycle, due to the lack of road markings.  County Highways had also failed to repair a number of potholes previously reported via the online system.  Cllr Semple agreed to raise all of these issues with Karl Melville the following day.
30/25 Planning Matters - The following application was considered:
VAR/2025/0013 D Gate – Variation of conditions 2 (drawings) 3 (means of enclosure) and 4 (hedgerow) on application 2/2018/01666 – 1 – 4 Harrison Park. Little Clifton.  The Parish Council had no objections.
30/25 Lostrigg Solar
A meeting of representatives of the two parish councils had been held with representatives of RWE Lostrigg Solar – RWE to supply minutes of the meeting.  The application is likely to be decided by Cumberland Council  and the planning application will be submitted in January 2026.
31/25 Chairman’s Announcements - Nothing further this month. 




32/25 Clerk’s Report 
A renewal of the lease on the land on which the Village Hall stands was being actioned by Cumberland Council, the Clerk having requested this in July 2024.  A 99 year lease has been requested.
33/25 Items for next meeting – Nothing new.
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 10th September 2025 at 7.00pm.

The meeting closed at 8.15pm


Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman

             ____________________________________________   Date
