LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 9th April 2025 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Carol Wilson, Dan Ward, Brian Griffiths. Jean Griffiths, David Thompson and Tracy Wood.
Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, was also in attendance.

Apologies for absence were received from Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple.
122/24 Declarations of Interest – Cllrs R Bell and D Thompson declared an interest in the item at minute No. 129/24 and took no part in the discussion or voting on the matter.
123/24 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr R Bell, seconded by Cllr J. Griffiths, the minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2025 were approved and signed as correct record.
124/24 Public Participation - None
125/24 Matters Arising from the Minutes
The clerk updated the meeting on responses received from County Highways on the various issues raised at the last meeting.  Cllr D Ward offered to report the unrestored potholes via a cycling app.
The issues of the ruts in the road at Chapel Terrace and the green moss on the pavements at Chapel Brow and Scots Croft had been passed to CC A. Semple following a negative response from County Highways.
126/24 Community Asset Transfer – It was agreed that the Clerk should compile a short report stating the reasons why the Parish Council wishes to acquire the field, to share with Claire Liddle of Cumberland Council.  Cllr D Thompson provided the Clerk with a photograph of the field, for inclusion in the document.
127/24 Allotments – All was going well with the plots and there is a current waiting list of three.
128/24 Financial Matters
i. Notice to complete the annual accounts for audit had been received and the internally audited accounts will be presented to the council at the next meeting, prior to the external audit.
Ii	       The following cheques were approved for payment:
CALC (annual subscription)					£206.69
HMRC PAYE (April)						£111.62
Rev J Morgan (April account)				£471.38

129/24 Parish Maintenance 
Cllr K Stephenson reported that the contractor who has attended to the Lonning and the hedge at Scots Croft and to the grass cutting at Lostrigg Close and along the footpath at Scots Croft wished to step down this season.  After discussion and on the proposal of Cllr C Wilson, seconded by Cllr J Griffiths it was resolved that the work be offered to and divided between the two other contractors currently employed in similar works by the council.  Clerk to check that both contractors were happy with this arrangement.
Clerk’s note:  On being put to the contractors, both agreed to add the works to their contract as follows: One Contractor to take care of the hedge cutting works, the other Contractor to take care of the grass cutting works.
130/24 Planning Matters – nothing new this month.

131/24 Lostrigg Solar
The community consultation is now available to view on the website: www.lostriggsolar.com by following the document tab.
The statutory consultation with local people had included two dates in Little Clifton: Saturday 29th March 9am until 4pm, Wednesday 2nd April 12 noon until 8pm.  Several councillors had attended.
An email and a draft letter from our colleagues at Dean P C were read and received.  On the proposal of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr R Bell, the following actions were agreed:
i. That Dean and Little Clifton PCs should submit a joint holding position statement to Lostrigg Solar.
ii. The draft letter was approved and will now be sent to Lostrigg Solar.
iii. A further meeting of the joint working group will be arranged in the next two weeks.  Cllr T Wood to be added to the group membership.
132/24 Chairman’s Announcements 
The Chairman explained that one permit holder had overpaid by £5 for their car parking permit and had refused to accept a refund when offered.  The £5 was passed to Cllr C Wilson to add to the Village Hall funds
It was agreed that a Car Boot/Tabletop Sale would be held on 21st June 2025.  To be placed on the agenda for discussion at the May meeting.all




133/24 Clerk’s Report – nothing further this month.
134/24 Items for next meeting – Car Boot/Tabletop Sale.

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 14th May 2025 at 7.00pm - AGM.

The meeting closed at 8.00pm


Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman



             ____________________________________________   Date

