LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 12th March 2025 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Carol Wilson, Dan Ward, Brian Griffiths and David Thompson.
Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple, Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, Mrs Jean Griffiths, Miss Tracy Wood and Mr Mikey Hall were also in attendance.

Apologies for absence – there were none.
106/24 Declarations of Interest – None.
107/24 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr R Bell, seconded by Cllr D. Thompson, the minutes of the meeting held on 11th December 2024 were approved and signed as correct record.
108/24 Public Participation - None
109/24 Co-option 
Four candidates had put themselves forward for co-option to the two vacant seats.  They were:  Mr Paul Hatt, Mrs Jean Griffiths, Miss Tracy Wood and Mr Mikey Hall.  The Clerk explained the process for co-option and read statements from each of the four candidates. Councillors then had the opportunity to question the three candidates who were present.  
Mr Paul Hatt received no proposer or seconder so was, therefore, eliminated from the ballot.
Mrs Jean Griffiths was proposed by Cllr K Stephenson, seconded by Cllr Jean McCartney
Mr Mikey Hall was proposed by Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr D Ward.
Miss Tracy Wood was proposed by Cllr K Stephenson, seconded by Cllr R Bell.
Vacancy 1:  Voting was as follows:  Mrs J Griffiths 7 votes, Mr Mikey Hall 0 votes, Miss Tracy Wood 0 votes.  Mrs J Griffiths was duly elected. 
Vacancy 2:  Voting was as follows:  Miss Tracy Wood 5 votes, Mr Mikey Hall 1 vote, 1 abstention.
Miss Tracy Wood was duly elected.
Mrs J Griffiths and Miss T Wood signed their declarations of acceptance of office before taking their seats as members of the council.
The council is now full at 9 members.

110/24 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Further to Minute 100/24
i. United Utilities had installed sound muffling equipment at the waste-water treatment plant and this appeared to be working.  A letter of thanks had been received from one member of the public.
ii. Cumberland Council has agreed to look at the possibility of providing squirrel signs at both entrances to Bridgefoot.
iii. Cumberland Council reportedly fixed one pothole at Cherry Garth.  Clerk to report further potholes at Sycamore Garth, Springfield and White House.  deep trenches that collect water in the road at the bus stop in Bridgefoot on the Workington side.  
iv. Cumberland Council had responded to a request made in September 2023 for road markings to be repainted at Scots Croft.  Cumberland Cllr A Semple estimated that this work would be completed around May 2025.
v. The chairman reported that the Christmas event had been very good but more support from the villagers would have been welcome.

111/24 Community Asset Transfer – There had been no further response from Michael Barry.  Cumberland Cllr A Semple suggested that he and the Clerk should compile a short report stating the reasons why the Parish Council wishes to acquire the field, to share with Claire Liddle of Cumberland Council.  The Chairman agreed to supply a photograph of the field to be included in the document.
112/24 Allotments – All allotment rents had been paid.  Cllr K Stephenson reported that one allotment had been halved with new tenants in half of it, who had settled in well.  All was going well with the plots. 
113/24 Financial Matters
The following cheques were approved for payment:
HMRC PAYE (March)					£111.62
Rev J Morgan (March account)				£482.18
Village Hall (annual rent)					£300.00
Cumberland Council (ground rent)				£  67.00

114/24 Adoption of new Safeguarding Policy
A new policy was required in line with Cumbria Community Foundation recommendations.  Named person on the policy to be Rev’d J Morgan.
On the proposal of Cllr C Wilson, seconded by Cllr J Griffiths, the new policy was unanimously approved and adopted.
115/24 Village Hall Parking – to be discussed by Sole Trustee.
116/24 Parish Maintenance 
Clerk to report to County Highways:
i. A coating of green moss on the tarmac pavements throughout the parish, including but not limited to Scots Croft and the OAP bungalows at Chapel Brow.  This is a seasonal issue which is making the pavements very slippery and dangerous.
ii. Twigs and debris throughout the village, gathering on pavements.
iii. deep rivets that collect water in the road near the bus stop on Chapel Terrace, on the Workington side, which causes people waiting at the bus stop to be drenched as passing cars spray the water whilst they are waiting for the bus.

iv. An issue for St Luke’s PCC:
Following a storm in late January a large quantity of rubble was brought down into the wooded area on the bank before the lych gate on the way up the hill towards Chapel Brow, together with a lot of litter.  This appears unstable and unsightly.  The Parish Council requests that this be checked and would also request copies of the most recent risk assessments for the trees.  – Mr Mikey Hall agreed to raise these issues as a member of the PCC.
v.  Cllr K Stephenson reported that the large maintenance gate to the land adjacent to the Village Hall now had a new lock.  Keyholders to be Cllr R Bell and Cllr J McCartney.

117/24 Planning Matters 
Notification of approval of Application HOU/2024/0172 – Burns, single storey side extension at 2 Clifton Green, Little Clifton, was received.


118/24 Lostrigg Solar 
The community consultation is now available to view on the website: www.lostriggsolar.com by following the document tab.
Two dates had been booked in the Village Hall for the statutory consultation with local people:
Saturday 29th March 9am until 4pm, Wednesday 2nd April 12 noon until 8pm.
119/24 Chairman’s Announcements 
The Chairman expressed her hope that 2025 would be a better and hassle-free year for the council and welcomed the two new members.
120/24 Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk read an email from the Monitoring Officer along with her reply to the issues raised. – this was noted.
121/24 Items for next meeting – nothing new identified.

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 9th April 2025 at 7.00pm

The meeting closed at 8.18pm


Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman



             ____________________________________________   Date
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