LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 13th November 2024 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Carol Wilson, Dan Ward and Brian Griffiths.
Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple, and Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.

Apologies for absence – None as all were present.
79/24 Declarations of Interest – None.
80/24 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr R Bell, seconded by Cllr C Wilson, the minutes of the meeting held on 9th October 2024 were approved and signed as correct record.
81/24 Public Participation - None
82/24 Co-option – No new applications had been received.
83/24 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Further to Minute 72/24 the clerk had not received any reply from the company that owns the low loader.  Cumberland Cllr A Semple agreed to look into the matter further.
Further to Minute 77/24 re bus shelter seating, Cllr A Semple agreed to raise the matter with Graham Innes, senior officer for highways board.
A resident had sent copy emails of ongoing conversations about the X5 bus, and the issues raised were discussed.  
84/24 Community Asset Transfer – An email response from Michael Barry was received.  If no further information is forthcoming in the next week the clerk was asked to contact Cumberland Cllr A Semple agreed to raise this matter with Michael Barry again.
84/24 Allotments - Cllr K Stephenson reported that it had been a good year, and allotment holders were now closing down their plots for the winter.  There were plans to hold a pumpkin growing competition next year.
85/24 Financial Matters
Accounts for Payment
The following cheques were approved for payment:
HMRC – PAYE October					£141.72
Rev Judith Morgan – salary and expenses October	£615.63
R Stephenson – fence repairs				£ 30.00
R Bell – maintenance					£300.00 
Budget and Precept
The Clerk produced budget figures and talked the council though them.
On the proposal of Cllr C Wilson, seconded by Cllr R Bell, it was agreed to increase the precept to £12,000 for 2025/26.  It was noted that this is the first time in several years that the precept has increased and is due to rising costs across all budget headings.

86/24 Parish Maintenance 
i. Following a meeting of the Sole Trustee, letters had been sent to the four addresses where it is known people need to park on the Village Hall Car Park, inviting them to apply for an authorised parking pass at a rate of £25/annum per vehicle from 1st January 2025.  Two replies had been received, both in favour.   The Sole Trustee needs to protect parking for patrons of the Village Hall and is aware that some overnight parking, and some daytime parking by car share drivers is taking up needed parking spaces.  It is believed that the owners of the large green camper van have been identified.  Steps will be taken in the new year to resolve the issues of unauthorised parking, and the Clerk was instructed to write a short article for inclusion in the next Village Newsletter.

ii. Cllr K Stephenson was asked to purchase a new lock for the large gate to the play area adjacent to the Village Hall.
87/24 Planning Matters – Nothing new this month.
88/24 Lostrigg Solar – Update
i.  The report on the Joint meeting held 24th October 2024 was received
ii. A motion to approve joint Submission to the Lostrigg Phase One Public Consultation was proposed by Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr C Wilson and unanimously approved.
iii. A motion to approve the appointment of Little Clifton Parish Council’s representatives to a joint committee with Dean Parish Council as being Carol Wilson, Jean McCartney, Daniel Ward, Fliss Watts, Sue Tasker and the Clerk, was proposed by Cllr McCartney seconded by Cllr Bell and unanimously agreed.
iv. A letter from two members of the public outlining their views on the proposals was read and received.
Cllr A Semple left the meeting at this point, 8.15pm
89/24 Chairman’s Announcements 
i. The chairman reported a very unpleasant experience in which she had been reported to the police for theft of items from the group now calling itself the Village Larder.  This related to the removal of three badly frost damaged items from the fridge freezer belonging to the group and then situated in the Village Hall plant room, in May 2024.  The removal and disposal of the items had been explained to the group at the annual meeting of the Sole Trustee that same evening and is duly minuted in the account of that meeting, now displayed on the parish council’s website.  The police found no case to answer.  The person reporting this had also accused the chairman and the clerk of moving the fridge freezer out onto the car park and abandoning it there, which is simply untrue.  
ii. It was noted that the Parish Council has also been defamed and vilified in several comment in the village WhatsApp group, including some personal insults aimed at the clerk.  The council agreed that these actions constitute harassment.
iii. The chairman had laid the traditional poppy wreath on behalf of the council at the Remembrance Sunday service at St Luke’s Church.
iv. The chairman asked that the parish council might provide a Christmas Tree for the village hall and hold a lighting ceremony followed by carols and hot chocolate etc. inside the hall.  The Ukulele Band had already agreed to play carols inside the hall, and it was agreed that small gifts would be purchased for children attending.  This was agreed for either 7th or 14th December, depending on the availability of the Ukulele Band.
90/24 Clerk’s Report 
i. A letter from the Sole Trustee informing the council that it will be charged for meetings from 1st January 2025, was read and received.
ii. Email correspondence from the Information Commissioner’s Office was read and received.
iii. The Clerk advised the council that she had submitted a bid for £27,000 to the Robin Rigg Foundation for works to the Village Hall.
iv. Draft copies of the next edition of the village newsletter were circulated and discussed.
90/24 Items for next meeting – None identified.

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 11th December 2024 at 7.00pm

The meeting closed at 8.40pm


Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman



             ____________________________________________   Date

