LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 3rd July 2024 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Carol Wilson and Brian Griffiths.
Mr Mike Smith and Mr Jeff Ferguson, Dean Parish councillors, Mr Dan Ward, and Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.
Apologies for absence – were received from Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple, for a clash of meetings.
37/24 Declarations of Interest – Cllr J McCartney, for Planning Application Min 46/24.
38/24 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr R Bell, seconded by Cllr K Stephenson, the minutes of the meeting held on 12th June 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
39/24 Public Participation
Messrs Ferguson and Smith wished to address the council about the proposed Lostrigg Solar Park which would occupy land in both Little Clifton and Dean parishes.  They explained that Dean PC had already been working in conjunction with Distington Parish Council regarding the Dean Moor Solar park proposal and had produced a joint position statement which had been commended by Cumberland Council and had already resulted in the offer of £500,000 increasing to £1,000,000.  Both parish councils were in agreement that, as the solar park would significantly transform part of their parish land, there ought to be something transformational for the communities in return.
Dean parish council had met on 1st May and would very much like to work with Little Clifton Parish Council in a similar way, over the Lostrigg Solar Park proposal.  A joint group would meet to bounce around concerns and set priorities, formulate a joint position statement and make a joint response to the consultation at the appropriate time.   The members of Little Clifton Parish Council warmly welcomed this proposal and agreed that collaboration would give both parishes a stronger position.  It was envisaged that both councils would meet separately with the developers (hopefully in September) and then a joint group would be established to take the work forward.  Judith Morgan, as clerk to both parish councils, offered to be part of the joint group. It was agreed that there was potential for real benefit to both parishes.
The visitors were thanked for their attendance and left the meeting after this item of business.
40/24 Co-option Mr Dan Ward had submitted a letter of application, which was read to the meeting.  On the proposal of Cllr K Stephenson, seconded by Cllr R Bell, Mr Ward was co-opted to serve as a member of the parish council.  Mr Ward signed his declaration of acceptance of office form and his declaration of eligibility to join the Sole Trustee of the Village Hall form, which were countersigned by the clerk in her role as Proper Officer of the Council.
41/24 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
i.  An email had been received from Mr Bob Freely, thanking the clerk for forwarding the notes to the public meeting.
ii. Further to Min 29/24 I the clerk was asked to write again requesting the bushes be cut back to allow pedestrian access.
iii. There was discussion of the tree felling and pollarding at a property on Sycamore Garth and it was confirmed that the Parish Council had been consulted on the application in March.  It was understood that the tree surgeon had found one of the trees to be in an unsafe condition and had had to remove it for public safety reasons.
iv. Cllr J McCartney reported on her walk around the village with Andrew Semple (CC).  Kerb cleaning was scheduled to take place in the next few days and in addition, road signage, missing Valley View signs and work required at the bus shelter area had all been reported to CC for attention.
iv. The Chairman reported that the abandoned car had been removed and the area it had occupied had been cleaned up following her reporting the matter in person at Workington police station.
42/24 Community Asset Transfer - no update available.

43/24 Allotments   Cllr K Stephenson reported that all was going well with no issues to raise with the council.
44/24 Accounts for Payment
The following accounts were approved for payment:
Rev J Morgan, Salary and expenses	£454.36
HMRC PAYE				£107.40			

44/24 Parish Maintenance 
[bookmark: _Hlk171162248]i.    The Clerk was asked to write to the resident of Kirkfoot, requesting the hedges in the garden, covering the bus stop sign, be cut back.
ii. The Clerk was asked to write to the resident of Dale View, requesting the hedges in the garden, covering the bus stop sign, be cut back
ii.  The Chairman agreed to contact Andrew Semple about the weeds at the beck bridge, which urgently need cutting back.
45/24 Lostrigg Solar Park proposal – already covered under Public Section.
46/24 Planning Matters – Notification was received that an application for works to a tree preservation order at 
3 Lostrigg Close, Little Clifton had been approved.

47/24 Chairman’s Announcements 
The Chairman stated that she would contact Andrew Semple regarding stagecoach operations’ manager, Sean O’Callaghan’s failure to reply to a resident’s complaint raised at the meeting about the X4/X5 buses.
48/24 Clerk’s Report – nothing new this month.

49/24 Items for next meeting – Lostrigg Solar Park developers to be invited to give a presentation.
	
Date of nest meeting – Wednesday 11th September 2024 at 7.00pm

The meeting closed at 7.58pm


Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman



             ____________________________________________   Date

