LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 11th September 2024 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Carol Wilson, Dan Ward and Brian Griffiths.
Lucy, (Lostrigg Solar), Mr Michael Baker (RWE), and Angus Duncan (RWE), plus three members of the public and Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.

Apologies for absence – were received from Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple, for a clash of meetings.
50/24 Declarations of Interest – Cllr J McCartney, for Planning Application Min 46/24.
51/24 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr R Bell, seconded by Cllr C Wilson, the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd July 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
52/24 Presentation on Lostrigg Solar Park Proposal
The three visitors introduced themselves and gave a presentation based on handouts (See Appendix 1).  
Questions were invited from the floor.  One member of the public asked whether environmental assessments are done in all seasons of the year.  Yes, there is a thorough examination process, and an Environmental Statement will summarise all of the surveys undertaken and how the project will affect, either positively or negatively, the existing wildlife.  There would be some deer fencing erected and consideration will be given to corridors for deer currently using the site.
It was agreed that the provision of looped rights of way to join up exiting public footpaths on the site, would be beneficial to the residents of Little Clifton parish.  
Construction traffic will not access the site through Little Clifton village and minimal traffic impact will be experienced.  
A community benefit fund of between £1 million and £1.5 million will be established, to be accessed by community groups from the two parishes of Dean and Little Clifton during the 40-year lifetime of the project, to be administered by a third party, probably Grantscape.
One member of the public asked if there was any way the project could reduce people’s energy bills; this would be difficult to administer and would require everyone to be on the same tariff.
The project will provide a large number of job opportunities in construction and maintenance of plant, hedgerows and landscaping.
The visitors left the meeting at 7.40pm.
Volunteers were invited to join a joint group representing both Dean and Little Clifton Parishes and the following people volunteered:  Mrs Sue Tasker, Dr Fliss Watts, Cllr Dan Ward, Cllr J McCartney and Cllr C Wilson.  The clerk will also sit on the group as clerk to both parish councils.
Two members of the public left the meeting at 7.45pm
53/24 Public Participation
One member of the public raised an issue with a livestock fence adjoining his land which is an state of deterioration. Cllr K Stephenson agreed to take a look at the problem and speak with the landowner.  It was noted that the public footpath in this vicinity is impassible – also the responsibility of the landowner.
The member of the public left the meeting at 7.50pm
54/24 Co-option – No new applications had been received.

55/24 Matters Arising from the Minutes
The Chairman reported that some kerb cleaning had been carried out by Cumberland Council, but it was not to a good enough standard. 
56/24 Community Asset Transfer - no update available.
57/24 Allotments   Cllr K Stephenson reported that it had been a good year, and all allotment holders were happy.
58/24 Accounts for Payment
The following two accounts had been paid during the summer break:
Rev J Morgan, salary and expenses (August) 	£456.11
HMRC PAYE (August)				£107.40

The following accounts were approved for payment:
Rev J Morgan, Salary and expenses	£448.86
HMRC PAYE				£107.20
R Stephenson				£450.00
R Bell					£400.00	

59/24 Parish Maintenance 
A letter of complaint had been received from a resident about the noise from the new U. U. equipment being used at the waterworks site at Bridgefoot.  It was agreed that this be passed to U. U. for attention.
60/24 Planning Matters – Application for works to a tree preservation order at 
9 Sycamore Garth, Little Clifton – resolved, no objections.

61/24 Chairman’s Announcements 
The chairman welcomed everyone back after the summer break.
Councillors were asked to assist by replacing the Village Hall bins if they noticed them left out after being emptied on Thursdays.
62/24 Clerk’s Report – The clerk was granted plenary power to bring forward a Habitual and Vexatious Complaints Policy for approval by the council at the next meeting.

63/24 Items for next meeting – Habitual and Vexatious Complaints Policy for approval.
	
Date of nest meeting – Wednesday 9th October 2024 at 7.00pm

The meeting closed at 8.04pm


Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman



             ____________________________________________   Date

