LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 12th June 2024 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Carol Wilson and Brian Griffiths.
Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple and Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.
Apologies for absence – None.
21/24 Declarations of Interest – None.
22/24 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr R Bell, seconded by Cllr K Stephenson, the minutes of the two meetings held on 8th May 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
23/24  Public Participation. – no members of the public were present.
24/24  Resignations.  The Council formally acknowledged resignations from Mr Edwin Heslam and Mrs Fiona Heslam.  It was agreed that the matter of co-options be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.
25/24 Matters Arising from the Minutes -  None.
26/24 Community Asset Transfer 
No reply as yet from Mr Michael Barry.  Cllr A Semple offered to send him an email requesting a response to the Parish Council.
27/24 Allotments   Cllr K Stephenson reported that all was going well with no issues to raise with the council.
28/24 Accounts for Payment
The following accounts were approved for payment:
Rev J Morgan, Salary and expenses	£479.85
HMRC Paye				£114.60
Mr R Stephenson			£450.00
Mr R Bell				£500.00

29/24 Parish Maintenance 
i.    The Clerk was asked to write to a resident of Sycamore Garth requesting that the hedges in the garden, alongside the footpath, be cut back to allow access, and maintained.
ii.  Cllr A Semple was asked if any progress had been made about the access road to the Crossbarrow.  Cllr Semple replied that he has referred the matter to both Karl Melville and Amber Sykes and that Amber has instructed the county solicitor to find a way to resolve the matter legally.  Cllr Semple had also spoken to Mark Fryer who was going to speak to Sellafield about the number of car shares that regularly use that road, further exacerbating the issues.  Cllr Semple added that there was nothing further he could do for now but he would continue to push for a resolution.
iii.  Cllrs Semple and McCartney agreed to fix a date for another walk around the parish.
iv.  A reply had been received from Mrs Carol Elliott declining the Council’s offer of a permanent memorial to her late husband, and the council agreed to respect her wishes.  Renovation of the four flower beds would still go ahead and the rose dedicated to the memory of Josie Dixon would be protected.  The Village Handyman had provided two quotes for the work, one for the renovation of the four flower beds and surrounding area, for £2,200.  The second for the renovation of the four flower beds and surrounds, with the addition of two bench seat, for £3,900.  On the proposal of Cllr C Wilson, seconded by Cllr B Griffiths, it was resolved that the quote for £3,900 be accepted.  Clerk to seek funding.
In addition, the handyman would be asked to repaint the metal fencing surrounding the car park.
v.  Cllr C Wilson reported that the bus stop had been cleaned.
vi. The Chairman agreed to telephone Cumberland Council to have dog fouling at Chapel Brow cleaned up.
vii. There was a lengthy discussion of a large white van which had been parked without authorisation on the Village Hall car park.  The owner of the vehicle lives in Workington.  The council’s policy has always been that priority on the car park is given to Village Hall patrons with some lea way for residents on application.  No unauthorised parking is permitted.  The council reaffirmed this policy.
The Chairman reported that she had been subject to some unpleasantness regarding this particular vehicle when the owner had knocked on her door.  Cllr Semple gave the Clerk the email address of Peter Aiston at Cumbria Police, to report the matter.  The possibility of employing a private clamping company was also discussed.
30/24 Reduction in Speed Limit through the village 
The Clerk’s report on the recent public meeting was circulated to the meeting and received.  (See appendix 1).
It was agreed that a copy of the report be sent to Mr Bob Freely.
This ends the Parish Council’s involvement in the matter.
31/24 Roundabout of A66 Brigham/Broughton 
Cllr Semple reported that he is liaising with Nigel Clubley of Broughton Parish Council.  Mr Clubley has been working with National Highways regarding their modelling for the junction/proposed roundabout and traffic surveys were conducted in April, results currently being analysed and will be ready in late July, when a representative of National Highways will meet with Cllr Semple and Cllr Clubley to discuss the way forward.
National highways will publish their Road Investment Strategy in Apri 2025 and the roundabout might be included in that document.
Cllr Semple also informed the meeting that HS2 money will be released to councils in stages.
32/24  Meeting re X4/X5 buses
Cllr Semple reported that a meeting to discuss the X4/X5 buses would be held in the Village Hall on Friday 14th June at 11.30am.  Cllr C Wilson agreed to post this information on the village WhatsApp group.
32/24 Village News 
The draft edition for June was circulated and discussed.  Clerk to write to Mrs Tasker with two amendments.

33/24 Planning Matters – nothing new this month.

34/23 Chairman’s Announcements – nothing new this month.
35/23 Clerk’s Report 
i.   Notice of night time operations had been received from Tendley Quarry
ii.  Notice of the  Lakes to Sea Community Panel AGM had been received.

36/24 Items for next meeting – To consider the co-option of new members, if there are candidates.
	
Dates of nest meeting – 3rd July 2024 at 7.00pm

The meeting closed at 8.20pm

Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman



             ___________________________________________   Date


Notes to the Public Meeting hosted by Little Clifton Parish Council on Friday 17th May 2024 at 10.30am in Little Clifton Village HallAppendix 1


Present:  Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple (Ward Councillor and Chair of Cumberland Council), Mr Karl Melville, Operations Manager Cumberland County Highways, Parish Councillors Fliss Watts and Jean McCartney, Parish Clerk Judith Morgan, Mr J Roberton, Mr T Dixon, Mrs G Dixon, Mr S Wood, Mrs S Wood, Mr A Eckersley, Mrs G Eckersley, Mr	 N Forge, Ms K Chambers, Mrs B Charlton

Meeting Purpose:
The meeting had been called to discuss traffic issues in the village.  The Parish Council had agreed to facilitate the meeting and, thereafter, to hand over the issues to Cumberland Council as there was nothing further the Parish Council had the power to do.

Introductions – all present introduced themselves to the assembled company.

County Cllr A Semple explained that Mr Melville had been delayed but would be joining the meeting as soon as he could.  

Cllr Semple explained that he was a long-term resident of the area, and his number one priority was to see a roundabout installed at the Brigham/Broughton staggered junction on the A66.  The plans for a roundabout were turned down by National Highways in 2023 siting value for money as the reason.  Earlier in 2024 the government had axed HS2 and announced that Cumberland Council would receive £21,000,000 per annum for 7 years, beginning in 2025.  Cllr Denise Rollo, Portfolio holder for Highways was waiting for the government to follow this up with guidelines on how to access the funds, and this was due by the end of May 2024.  National Highways own the A66 so any development would need to be in partnership with them.  Cumberland Council would consult widely and consider all aspects including the likely effect on road usage and whether this would result in more lorries passing through Brigham and Broughton Cross would be just one element to consider.  

There was some discussion of speed limits locally with members of the public present voicing concern at the staged reductions in speed from national limit (60mph) to 40mph then 30mph along a short stretch of road from Broughton Cross to Bridgefoot.  Mrs B Charlton complained of poor visibility due to overhanging bushes and asked that these be cut back.

Cllr Semple explained that a Traffic Regulation Order review was due for Cockermouth and the surrounding villages shortly and this would look at all aspects of traffic management and such things as where bus stops are sited etc.  He explained that he already had a substantial amount of information given to him which identified issues to be addressed.  

Mr J Robertson wished to place on record that Mr Bob Freely does not wish to see Tendley Quarry closed, as this had been rumoured.  He said that he had sat in Mr Freely’s house on numerous occasions and had noticed that the Fosters’ lorries keep to the speed limit, but most others do not.

Mr A Eckersley asked why the speed limit at Broughton Cross had been lowered to 30mph last year and the speed limit in Bridgefoot remained the same.  He was of the opinion that Bridgefoot’s need was more obvious.

Dr F Watts suggested that the point where the speed limit changes could be moved, and flashing speed signs installed.  She asked that the 30mph limit be extended past the Greysouthen junction.  Mr A Eckersley suggested that the national speed limit signs just outside Broughton Cross be changed to 40mph and then a further speed reduction to 30mph be applied from the Greysouthen junction.
Cllr Semple assured the meeting that all of the bridges had been inspected very recently and were in a satisfactory condition.
Mr Karl Melville arrived at this point – 11.05am

Mr Melville apologised for his late arrival which was due to unforeseen circumstances.

He explained that anything on a highway regarding speed would need a Traffic Regulation Order to back it up.  There was a legal process for this which would take approximately 9 months and cost £5,000.   Unless the legal process was followed, no changes were enforceable.

Cumberland Council had decided not to waste resources on ad hoc TROs and that every community panel would have the opportunity to review its entire TRO within the life of this council.  Some legacy TROs, inherited from Cumbria County Council, were being processed at the moment and the TRO for Bridgefoot was due in 2026, when money to cover the legal fees would be available.  Changes need to be evidence based and the public were encouraged to log each and every incident on the CC system.

There was some discussion of recent speed and traffic counts which had not been carried out at the residents’ preferred location.  Mr Melville undertook to repeat that work, in discussion with local residents, and to ensure equipment is placed at the preferred location. He would also share the information gathered with the local group.  Speed, direction, type of vehicle and number of vehicles would all be measured.

Mr Melville advised that unless a proposal is supported by the police nothing will happen.  Absolutely robust data needs to be collected to support any changes, this process takes time and consultation will begin in 2025 for 2026 implementation.

It was noted that county highways is responsible for double yellow lines and the police will only act if there is an obstruction.  

It was agreed that the members of the public present at the meeting, most of whom were part of a local action group, would furnish Mr Melville with their email addresses so that he and Cllr Semple could liaise with them directly in future with no need to use the Parish Clerk/Parish Council as a go-between.

Mr Melville explained that Cumberland Council allocates highways money on a 5-year basis, which allows for much better forward planning, and he could confidently state that changes will happen.  TROs are based on community panel geography with Bridgefoot in the Lakes to Sea area which covers 7 council wards.

Dr F Watts asked if there were any general guidelines for any type of road, and Mr Melville replied that there are three categories of road, being Motorways, trunk roads and unclassified roads.  Most roads in this area are unclassified.

Dr F Watts reported several near misses and actual crunches near her house and asked whether she could put a sign on her wall ‘Blind corner, please drive slowly.’  Mr Melville replied that there is no reason why people cannot erect signs on their own land.

Cllr A Semple explained that the Community Panel meets quarterly, and Inspector Peter Aiston attends.  Cllr Semple said that he would share Insp. Aiston’s contact details with the group.

The meeting closed at 12.30pm
Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk.  May 2024

