LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Annual Meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 8th May 2024 at 7.10pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Fliss Watts, Carol Wilson and Brian Griffiths.
Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple and Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.
Apologies for absence were received from Ed Heslam and Fiona Helsam, both on annual leave.
5/24 Declarations of Interest.
There Clerk declared an interest in agenda item 16 iv ‘Annual Review of Clerk’s Salary’ and stated that she would absent herself from the meeting for that item of business.
6/24 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr F Watts, seconded by Cllr R Bell, the minutes of the meeting held on 10th April 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
7/24 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
i. Further to Minute 139/23 I Posters for the Public Meeting on Friday 17th May were on display and the information would also be shared on the village WhatsApp
ii Further to Minute 139/23 ii.  A meeting between the Chairman and Cllr Semple had been fixed for 2pm on Friday 10th May.
iv Further to Minute 139/23 iv Cllr R Bell agreed to speak to the resident of The Horseshoe.
v. Further to Minute 140/23 The Clerk had contacted Michael Barry re the CAT and Mr Barry had requested information on the exact location of the site, which the Clerk had supplied with assistance from Cllr F Watts.  Awaiting further response from Mr Barry.
vi.  Further to Minute 146/23 Cllr F Watts confirmed that the request had been passed on to Mrs Tasker.
vii.  Further to Minute 149/23 ii the Clerk confirmed that she had replied to Cllr E Heslam’s request for copies of her JD and JDQ documents as follows:
“I acknowledge receipt of your email requesting copies of my JD and JDQ.
You will appreciate that these documents date back over ten years.
In accordance with our Retention of Documents Policy (a copy of which you may find on our website), the documents you requested have been long since shredded and disposed of. I cannot, therefore, supply you with copies.”

It was noted that, as Cllr Heslam had not given a reason for his request, the Clerk was unable to furnish him with any other information.

viii.  Further to Minute 151/23 The Clerk requested a meeting of the Sole Trustee be held immediately after this meeting to discuss a number of urgent issues arising from the resignation of Cllr F Heslam as Chair of the Sole Trustee.  This was unanimously agreed.
8/24 Allotments
Cllr K Stephenson reported that there were no issues with the allotments, all were tidy, planted up and looking good and everyone appeared to be happy.  It was noted that a brief report is a good indication that Cllr Stephenson was doing a good job as Allotment Caretaker.


9/24 Parish Maintenance
i. Cllr J McCartney referred to a letter she had received from the proprietor of the Melbreak Hotel requesting the Parish Council’s assistance with problems associated with the access road to the hotel.  Cllr Semple gave an account of his involvement to date with the issues, which centre around ownership of the access road.  Cllr Semple had referred the matter to Amber Sykes and Karl Melville at County Highways who were taking legal advice to establish who owns the road.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should send a letter of support to Cllr Semple regarding this issue.
ii. Cllr R Bell reported dog mess on the footpath from Chapel Brow to Melbreak (path between the trees) and it was noted that there used to be an ‘unofficial bin’ at that location.   The Clerk was instructed to write to Environmental Health requesting that the path be cleared, and a bin provided in that area.  A site visit would also be requested. 
iii.  It was agreed that the Perspex bus shelter at Bridgefoot needed cleaning – Cllr C Wilson to contact Gibson’s.
iv. There was some discussion of an untaxed car at Bridgefoot, whose owner is known to be currently in social care.  Chairman to make enquiries as to whom to contact from the owner’s family.
10/24 Community Asset Transfer – dealt with under Matters Arising.
11/24 Reduction in Speed Limit through the village – to be addressed at Public Meeting with Highways.
12/24 Roundabout of A66 Brigham/Broughton – no update available.
13/24 Village News 
The next edition will be due in June.  Any items for inclusion to be with Sue Tasker before the next Parish Council meeting.

14/24 Bridgefoot and Little Clifton Energy Hub (BLCEH) – nothing new this month.

15/24 Annual Review of Policy Documents:
i.   GDPR Privacy Notice
ii.      Retention of Documents Policy				
iii.     Data Protection Policy					
iv.     Working Groups’ Terms of Reference			
v.      Working Group Protocols					
vi.     Health and Safety Policy					
      vii.    Children’s Safeguarding Policy				
      viii.   Code of Conduct
The council reviewed the above documents and, on the proposal of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr C Wilson, the documents were approved en. bloc.

16/24 Planning Matters 
Notification was received of Full Planning Permission granted for Application No FUL/2024/0037 Installation of ground mounted solar panels, Melbreak Hotel, Winscales Road, Little Clifton CA124 1XS

17/24 Chairman’s Announcements – all covered in Annual Parish Meeting.
18/24 Clerk’s Report 
i.   The Clerk reported that two resignations had been received from Parish Council members, one from Jonathan Williams, effective immediately, and the other from Fliss Watts, effective from 30th May.  Clerk to take advice on vacancies from Cumberland Council.
ii.  Notification had been received from Tendley Quarries of Out of Hours Working on 7th and 8th May when lorries would be moving asphalt between 18.30 and 21.00.
ii.  Notification was received from CALC of annual subscription of £199.38.  Council unanimously agreed to become members and cheque was authorised.

Cllr Semple left the meeting at this point (8pm)


19/24 Financial Matters
i.  The following accounts were presented and approved for payment:
	HMRC 		PAYE 			£   8.03
	Rev J Morgan	Salary and expenses	£570.81
			(including £30 fee paid to internal auditor)
	Susan Harrison	Annual website hosting)	£100.00
	CALC		Annual Subscription	£199.38

ii.  The Clerk presented the Annual Accounts and AGAR, which were approved and signed.

iii.  The Council considered the Financial Risk Assessment policy, which had been reviewed by the internal auditor, and adopted the document for 2024/25.	

iv.  Annual Review of Clerk’s Salary – the clerk left the meeting whilst this issue was discussed and returned thereafter.  It was agreed that, in view of the role the Clerk plays in supporting the council, and in particular the very difficult last few months, she would be paid at SCP point 19 of the NALC pay-scale, to be backdated to 1st April 2024 and an adjustment for the increase paid in June.

20/24 Items for next meeting – nothing new identified
	
Dates of future meetings:
Sole Trustee meeting - immediately following this meeting.
Public Meeting with County Highways Senior Staff – Friday 17th May at 10.30am
Sole Trustee AGM – Wednesday 29th May 2024 at 7.00pm
Parish Council meeting – Wednesday 12th June 2024 at 7.00pm

The meeting closed at 8.20pm







Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman



             ___________________________________________   Date


