LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 10th April 2024 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Fliss Watts, Carol Wilson and Brian Griffiths.
Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple and Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.
Apologies for absence were received from Ed Heslam and Fiona Helsam, both due to illness.
136/23 Declarations of Interest.
There were no declarations of interest, but the Chairman referred to the way in which, at the last meeting, on a number of occasions there had been more than one conversation in progress, and it had been difficult to hear what was being said.  She referred to the Civility and Respect part of the Code of Conduct and asked all members to be mindful that only one person should speak at a time.   
137/23 Approval of Minutes
The Clerk referred to an email from Cllr E Heslam, which had pointed out a number of spelling errors and typos in the minutes, all of which had been corrected.  Rev’d Morgan also apologised to Cllr R Bell for incorrectly minuting the details of his account and the correct wording was read and agreed.   
With those corrections and on the proposal of Cllr F Watts, seconded by Cllr R Bell, the minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
138/23 Public Participation. – no members of the public were present.
139/23 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
i. Further to Minute 122/23 A date was set for a Public Meeting with Senior Highways personnel Mr Karl Melville, Assistant Director of Highways and Cllr Denise Rollo, Portfolio Holder for Highways, on Friday 17th May at 10.30am in the Village Hall.   It was felt that this would allow the visitors to see the traffic at a reasonably busy time and, therefore, gain a better grasp of the situation.  It was noted that Mr Bob Freely was out of the country for approx. 3 months but had stated that the meeting could go ahead without him present.  Cllr Semple referred to an imminent TRO (traffic Review) and said that anything raised with Mr Melville at the meeting would be included in the review, the overarching aim of which is safety.  It was agreed that the Public Meeting would be the final action taken by the Parish Council on this issue, as the matters would then be handed over to County Highways to deal with.  It was further agreed that the Clerk would write to Mr Freely after the public meeting to apprise him of the salient points.
ii Further to Minute 128/23 i The Clerk had reported the issues in the vicinity of Corner House to County Highways again and had received a response that the new information had been added to that held on file from the last time it had been reported by her.  The Chairman had meet with Cllr Semple and had looked at the issues and Cllr Semple had reported them to County Highways as well.  The Chairman requested a further meeting with Cllr Semple, and it was agreed that they would have another walk around the parish in early May.
iii Further to Minute 128/23 iii The Clerk had reported the semi-permanent puddle to County Highways.
iv Further to Minute 128/23 iv The Clerk had written to the resident of The Horseshoe.  No reply as yet and no remedial cutting of hedges was in evidence.  It was agreed to wait until the next meeting and review the situation then.  
140/23 Community Asset Transfer 
There was a lengthy discussion on this issue, which relates to a parcel of land currently owned by Cumberland Council which lies between Scots Croft and Sycamore Garth, Little Clifton.   The Parish Council seeks ownership of the land in order to develop it as a public amenity, possibly including a play area, some tree planting and community facilities etc.
The Clerk was instructed to write to Michael Barry, Assistant Director for Neighbourhoods, at Cumberland Council, with a formal request for a CAT from the Parish Council.  
The Chairman and Cllr Semple agreed to include this parcel of land in their walk around in early May.
Cllr Semple advised the council that the Lakes to Sea Community Panel, of which he is Chairman, has an annual budget to fund community initiatives and it may be worth putting together a bid to them, further down the line.
141/23 Allotments   Cllr K Stephenson reported that the planting season was now well underway with many allotment holders planting potatoes at this time of year.   The Hens and ducks were all laying well although the cold, wet weather had set things back a little.  Some better weather would help.
The Clerk reported that all tenants had paid the 2024 rentals, which had been banked before the financial year end on 31st March.
142/23 Accounts for Payment
The Clerk advised the council that she had received an email criticising the lack of detail given when accounts were presented.  As there was only one account to present this month, the Clerk went through it in detail, explaining what her annual salary was, how it had been arrived at ( it is reviewed annually by the whole council in May with the clerk absenting herself from the meeting for that item of business, and is in line with NALC rates of pay) and explaining  each of the amounts claimed on the invoice as expenses.  

The following account was approved for payment:

Rev J Morgan, Salary and expenses		£544.74

143/23 Parish Maintenance -nothing new this month.
144/23 Reduction in Speed Limit through the village 
 Cllr F Watts referred to Cumberland Council’s Draft Policy for reductions in speed limits and, in particular, the observations that speed limits could only be reduced where they could be adequately policed.  She questioned whether it would be a more achievable ask to request a reduction from 40mph to 30mph rather than requesting a 40 to 30 reduction and a 30 to 20 reduction for different parts of the parish. This would also be more in line with Mr Freely’s most recent request.  Cllr Semple replied that this was a sensible suggestion, and it would be good to discuss it with Karl Melville at the Public Meeting.  Cllr Semple also noted that there are a number of ways in which traffic can be encouraged to slow down, noting that ‘drive carefully’ signs are already in position but flashing lights can also be employed which are known to be effective.  This could also be discussed with Mr Melville at the Public Meeting.
Cllr C Wilson asked a question about the government’s position on 20mph limits through villages, and Cumberland Council’s position on the same and there was some discussion on this.  The Government is not in favour of blanket 20mph limits through villages, and Cumberland Council will support them where there is a proven need (mainly near schools).  The Government currently insists on a full local consultation before any reduction to 20mph can be made.
145/23 Roundabout of A66 Brigham/Broughton – no update available.
146/23 Village News 
The next edition will be due in June.  Cllr Wilson asked that the need for printing on a Friday be avoided in future, as this is already a busy printing day.

147/23 Bridgefoot and Little Clifton Energy Hub (BLCEH) – nothing new this month.

148/23 Planning Matters – nothing new this month.

149/23 Chairman’s Announcements 
i. The Chairman welcomed new council member, Brian Griffiths, to the council and hoped that he would enjoy being involved in the various issues the Parish Council deals with.
ii. The Chairman reported that Cllrs Ed Heslam and Fiona Heslam had sent a number of unsolicited emails to the Clerk and a letter to the Chairman, in which the work of the Parish Council and the Village Hall Sole Trustee had been scrutinised in fine detail and undermined, Cllrs K Stephenson, R Bell and J McCartney had been accused of various inappropriate actions in the course of their work as Councillors, and the Clerk had been asked to furnish Cllr Ed Heslam with various documents relating to her employment by the Parish Council.  The Chairman had visited the Heslams on Good Friday in an attempt to sort out their various issues and complaints, to no avail.

Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple left the meeting at this point – 8.00pm

The emails and letter were read to the meeting.  There was a general discussion of the various points raised and the Chairman expressed regret that the Heslams were not present to hear what was said.  
The Council was reminded that a meeting of the Trustees was to be held on Monday 15th April, at which Hellen Aitken of ACT will speak to the Sole Trustee (i.e. the Parish Council) and a number of volunteers involved in the Fare Share project, about the responsibilities of Trustees, with a view to a new Committee of Trustees being formed which would remove the Parish Council as Sole Trustee of the Charity and hand the Village Hall over to the new committee, under the chairmanship of Cllr F Heslam.  Both Cllr F Heslam and Cllr E Heslam had stated their intention to resign from the Parish Council if this new committee were formed.   Councillors were asked to carefully consider how they wished to respond to this request.
150/23 Clerk’s Report 
i.  The Clerk reported that the first half of the 2024/25 Precept had been received.
ii.  The Clerk reported that notice had been received from the external auditor regarding the process for submitting the 2023/24 accounts.  It was noted that the accounts would be signed off at the May meeting of the council.

151/23 Items for next meeting – nothing new identified
	
Dates of future meetings:
Trustees meeting – Monday 15th April at 6.00pm
AGM of Parish Council – Wednesday 8th May at 7.00pm
Public Meeting with County Highways Senior Staff – Friday 17th May at 10.30am

The meeting closed at 8.20pm







Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman



             ___________________________________________   Date


