LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 13th March 2024 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Fiona Heslam, Roland Bell.   Fliss Watts, Carol Wilson and Ed Heslam
Mr Bob Freely, nine members of the public and Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.
Apologies for absence were received from Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple due to family commitments.
At the commencement of the meeting a one minute’s silence was held to mark the recent death of former Parish Council Chairman, Ian Elliott, who had died in February.
120/23 Declarations of Interest.
There were none.
121/23 Approval of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr E Heslam, seconded by Cllr R Bell, the minutes of the meeting held on 13th December 2023 were approved and signed as a correct record.
122/23 Public Participation.
Mr Freely handed a number of documents and a memory stick to the Parish Clerk for safe keeping.
Mr Freely recapped on the meetings held over the last year and what he considered to be inaction by a number of parties.  He referred to the 98-signature petition which he had already presented to Cumberland Council and shared his opinion on the state of the two bridges on the through road and his concerns that the speed limit needs to be reduced from 40mph to 30mph.  The Chairman asked Mr Freely if he had taken his concerns to Greysouthen Parish Council since he was a resident of that parish and Mr Freely replied that he had done, and they had been unhelpful. Cllr F. Watts asked Mr Freely what he would like Little Clifton Parish Council to do, he responded that he would like the council and individual residents to write formally to Cumberland Council requesting appropriate bridge maintenance and a speed reduction.
One member of the public suggested inviting Cumberland Cllr Denise Rollo (Portfolio holder) to a meeting to discuss the issues, and it was agreed that the Clerk should set write to Mrs Rollo requesting a public meeting.  There was some discussion of how best to make the residents of the parish aware of the meeting, but no decision taken.
Cllr C. Wilson stated that volunteers had been sought via the village newsletter to undergo speed camera training and no one had come forward, which would seem to indicate that there is not a lot of interest in this issue. 
There was a general discussion of possible interventions, including a new slip road and roundabout to the A66 for Tendley lorries, flashing solar powered speed indicator signs, parking cars on the roadside to slow down through traffic, and it was pointed out that the Parish Council has no power to implement any of these ideas.
The clerk was instructed to write to Mr Freely after the meeting to let him know the result of the Council’s deliberations.
123/23 Co-options to vacant Parish Council seats.
Five people wished to be considered for co-option to the Parish Council.  As there were only two vacancies, an election was held by secret ballot, which went to two rounds.   The two successful candidates were Mr Jonathan Williams and Mr Brian Griffiths.
124/23 Matters Arising from the Minutes – there were none.
125/23 Community Asset Transfer – No update available.

126/23 Allotments   Cllr K Stephenson reported that one allotment had changed hands over the winter, with a small waiting list still in place.  The Clerk reported that all but one tenant had paid the 2024 rentals, which had been banked, and a reminder letter would be sent to the relevant tenant.
127/23 Accounts for Payment
The following Payments had been made over the Winter recess.
W H Paterson – Christmas Tree  		 £130.00
Gift for retiring Chairman	     	   £31.79
Half chairman’s allowance	      	 £125.00   
Zurich Insurance		      	  £257.60

The following payments were agreed:
Clerk’s salary and expenses		£581.34
HMRC					£0.00   (Notice received of 302.77 credit on account).
Village Hall	VAT refund		£2245.22 
R Bell - Grass cutting at Village Hall
and Bus stops plus 2 moles caught	£120.00

128/23 Parish Maintenance
I. The Clerk was instructed to report, again, the worn-out road markings in the vicinity of Corner House.
ii.  The Chairman reported that she was in discussions with Cumberland Council re dog mess at various sites in the village, and CC will be monitoring those sites over the coming months and issuing fines where appropriate.
iii. The Clerk was instructed to report a semi-permanent puddle in the pavement by the Water Works, to CC.  Cllr E Heslam to provide the ‘what three words’ location.
iv. The Clerk was instructed to write to the occupier of ‘The Horseshoe’ to request that overgrown foliage be cut back to allow pedestrians to use the pavement.

129/23 Reduction in Speed Limit through the village  - Cumberland Council’s draft criteria for 20mph limits was read and discussed.
130/23 Roundabout of A66 Brigham/Broughton – no update available.
131/23 Village News 
The draft for the next edition was circulated and approved.   Cllr F Heslam is to produce posters for the Easter Fayre.

132/23 Bridgefoot and Little Clifton Energy Hub (BLCEH)
 The volunteers had completed 20 surveys of properties with thermal imaging cameras and the cameras would now be returned to CaFS.  Cllr F Heslam proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr F. Watts and her team for all their hard work in bringing this project to fruition.

133/23 Planning Matters
The following applications had been received during the Winter recess:

HOU/2024/0009  Dargavel  application to regularise approval of new garage with studio/office to attic space above, to allow modest increase in height and addition of gable windows and external stair access,  Dene Ghyll, Bridgefoot,
and Planning Decision to refuse approval of this application.
Tree Preservation Order – application to reduce height of tree T1 (sycamore) by 4m and overall crown width by 2m.  Remove ivy.     Tree T2 (sycamore) reduce crown width by 3M all round and remove ivy.  T3 (sycamore) reduce crown width by 3M all round. (No work carried out since 2010/11, now becoming overbearing and limbs are close to properties, allowing no light to rear elevation and causing damp and moss issues to roof and guttering. 7 Sycamore Garth, Little Clifton. - no comments
FU/2024/0037 Hughes installation of ground mounted solar panels at Melbreak Hotel, Winscales Road, Little Clifton – no comments.

134/23 Chairman’s Announcements 
The Chairman welcomed the council members back after the Winter break and expressed her sadness at the death of Ian Elliott, extending her condolences to his wife, Carol, and the wider family.
135/23 Clerk’s Report – nothing further this month.

135/23 Items for next meeting – nothing new identified

The date of the next meeting was agreed as Wednesday 10th April 2024 at 7.00pm

The meeting closed at 8.25pm







Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman



             ___________________________________________   Date


