LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 13th December 2023 at 7.00pm
Present:  Councillors Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Fiona Heslam, Roland Bell.   Fliss Watts via Zoom
Andrew Semple, CC, and Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.
Apologies for absence There were none.
103/23 Declarations of Interest.
There were none.
104/23 Election of Parish Council Chairman and Vice Chair
i. An email from Mr Ian Elliott, stating his wish to resign from the Parish Council, was received.
ii. Election of Chairman:
On the proposal of Cllr E Heslam, seconded by Cllr K Stephenson, Mrs J McCartney, (current vice chair) was elected to serve the unexpired portion of the current term of office, i.e. until May 2024.
iii. On the proposal of Cllr K Stephenson, seconded by Cllr F Heslam, Dr Fliss Watts was elected to serve the unexpired portion of the current term of office, i.e. Until May 2024.
105/23 Approval of Minutes
The Clerk thanked Cllr F Heslam for taking the November minutes in her absence.
On the proposal of Cllr E Heslam, seconded by Cllr R Bell, the minutes of the meeting held on 8th November 2023 were approved and signed as a correct record.
106/23 Public Participation.
No members of the public were present.  
107/23 Matters Arising from the Minutes
The Clerk reported that:
i. The pothole on Fell View had been filled.
ii. Mr Coles had agreed to forward details of correspondence between himself and the Highways Agency – still awaited.
iii. The issue of dog mess reported via the My Allerdale app had been passed to their team for attention.
iv. The issue of overgrown verges and blocked drains at various locations and reported via the Highways App had not been attended to.  County Cllr A Semple agreed to take this matter up with the relevant officers.  Reference No EI/172681.
v. The Chairman reported that the Church had cut back the trees adjacent to Chapel Brow and had made a tidy job of it.  One resident had rung the Chairman to say how delighted she was that this had been done.
vi. The Clerk was instructed to report a large (and increasing) pothole in the road just above Lostrigg Chapel on Chapel Brow.
vii. There was discussion of an informal dog bin on land adjacent to the Melbreak Hotel and of the overgrown cycle path nearby.  Cllr E Heslam agreed to supply County Cllr A Semple with the WhatThreeWords codes for the specific locations.

108/23 Allotments   Cllr K Stephenson reported that all was quiet on the Allotments as nothing much happens over the winter months.  No Allotment holders had indicated they wished to relinquish their plots this year and the Clerk would be issuing the new contracts early in 2024.
109/23 Budget and Precept
The Clerk had circulated budget figures before the meeting, together with notes and recommendations.  It was noted that the Council wishes to create a new budget heading of ‘Maintenance’ to cover work by the handyman, with an initial reserve of £500 for 2024/25.   A VAT claim of £522.63 had been received.  The Council wished to consider rejoining CALC in the coming financial year.
Following discussion, and on the proposal of Cllr E Heslam, seconded by Cllr R Bell, it was agreed that the precept be set at the same rate as the current year, of £7,500.
110/23 Accounts for Payment
The following were approved:
Rev J Morgan – salary and expenses (December)		480.74
HMRC 		(PAYE December)			  55.85
Rev J Morgan – Salary  (January)				427.99
HMRC 		(PAYE January)				103.60
Rev J Morgan – salary 	 (February)			427.99
HMRC 		PAYE (February)				103.99
I Elliott		Chairman’s Allowance			250.00
GNAAS		Donation				300.00

111/23 Parish Maintenance
1. Cllr R Bell agreed to cut back the overhanging branches from the small, grassed area adjacent to the Village Hall Car Park, in the Spring.  It was also noted that a spare net for the football goal should be in storage in the Village Hall and will be fitted in the Spring.
2. Cllr A Semple reported that he had spoken to Mark Fryer about the Community Asset Transfer and found him to be non-committal.  The land in question belongs to Cumberland Council and it was noted that Little Clifton Parish has very few amenities.  Cllr Semple agreed to speak to Cllr Michael Barry on Friday 15th December and ‘get the ball rolling’ on the asset transfer.   
112/23 Reduction in Speed Limit through the village 
Cllr Semple explained the current situation, that speed limits are not reduced in areas where they cannot be effectively policed.  The study that Bob Freely had requested was to do with the strength of the local bridges and a separate issue to speed limits.  Cllr Semple and Cllr Gill Perry represent approximately 20 parishes between them, and their own surveys show that the majority of residents are in favour of a 20mph limit in the villages.  The current government has no appetite for reductions in speed limits and Cumberland Council’s position is that where the police have the resources to police a reduction, it can be taken forward. The current 30mph limit is only partially policed.   Cllr E Heslam reported that the survey in the village newsletter had approximately 85% of respondents in favour of a reduction to 20mph but he recognised that this was not persuasive on its own. Cllr Semple agreed to speak to Cllr Perry to see if she had received a formal reply from CC about this issue.  
PCSO Luke had said that he would monitor traffic and had offered speed gun training for volunteers (previous attempts by the Parish Council to obtain such training had not been successful).  Volunteers to be sought via the next Village newsletter.   It was noted that a PCSO cannot issue fixed penalty notices, but this can be done if he/she is accompanied by an officer.
113/23 Roundabout of A66 Brigham/Broughton
Cllr A Semple reported that Highways England currently uses a city model to decide on roundabout placement, CC Denise Rollo is still fighting for a roundabout at this location.
114/23 Village News 
Cllr F Watts reported that the next edition would be produced in March, and it was hoped that a flier advertising village events could be delivered to households before then. 
115/23 Bridgefoot and Little Clifton Energy Hub (BLCEH)
 The volunteers had completed 11 surveys of properties with thermal imaging cameras, 7 of them in Little Clifton and Bridgefoot.  Thermal surveys of properties were still being offered. 
116/23 Planning Matters
Nothing new this month.
117/23 Chairman’s Announcements 
The Chairman thanked the council for their confidence in her and for voting for her to serve as Chair until May 2024.  She wished all of the councillors a very happy Christmas.
118/23 Clerk’s Report 
The following item of correspondence had been received:
i. Request for donation, GNAAS.  On the proposal of Cllr K Stephenson, seconded by Cllr E Heslam, it was agreed that a donation of £300 be sent on behalf of the Parish Council.

119/23 Items for next meeting.
Community Asset Transfer

The date of the next meeting was agreed as Wednesday 13th March 2024 at 7.00pm

The meeting closed at 8.15pm







Signed ___________________________________________     Chairman



             ___________________________________________   Date


