LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 12th April 2023 at 7.00pm
Present: Councillors Ian Elliott, Jean McCartney, Carol Wilson, Ken Stephenson, Felicity Watts, and Roland Bell.
Also present: Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple, Mr Ed Heslam, Mr Bob Freely, and Rev’d Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Fiona Heslam for Family reasons.
108/22 Declarations of Interest – there were none.
109/22 Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr R Bell, the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th March 2023 were approved and signed as a true record.
110/22 Public Participation
Mr Ed Heslam addressed the meeting with concerns for traffic through the village, following on from last month’s submission by Mr B Freely.  Mr Heslam held that, although Tendley Quarries were by far the worst offenders, other drivers were using the road as a rat run and a racetrack.  Mr Helsam requested that Cumberland Council be asked to reduce the speed limit to 20mph though the village and ban Tendley Quarry lorries from the village.
Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple explained that he was already raising these issues, had logged everything, and would be meeting with Mr Freely and others at 3pm on Friday 14th April. He had already met with Cllr Denise Rollo (portfolio holder for Highways) and would discuss the issues with Cllr Rollo again at full council meeting on 13th April.  Cllr Semple then explained the plans to change the way Local Committees work, developing community panels to meet quarterly to systematically raise issues and pass them to appropriate officers.
The Chairman stated that the Quarry’s failure to operate under the conditions of its planning consent ought to be something that could be dealt with quickly, other issues would take longer. Cumberland Cllr Semple agreed to raise this with the Head of Planning at a meeting in Carlisle on 13th April.  Mr Heslam suggested starting from the default position that Tendley Quarries are unsafe, with waggons taking the easy way through Bridgefoot/Little Clifton, and 30mph is too much through the village.
Cllr C Wilson suggested that Mr Freely be asked to set up a video camera outside his property to monitor traffic over a set period.  It was noted that Mr Freely is setting up a group to collect data.
There was some discussion of the recently reduced speed limit at Lindal in Furness and the time taken, so far, on the proposed Brigham roundabout.  It was noted that anything that involves the A66 takes time as it is a trunk road.

Mr Bob Freely joined the meeting at this point – 7.25pm

Mr Freely asked to address the Public Section of the meeting and was advised that this has a maximum timescale of 30 minutes.  He requested five minutes to address the meeting, which was granted by the chairman.
Mr Freely stated that ‘someone is going to get hurt’ and that a phased approach is needed to the traffic problems.  He then raised issues regarding minutes of meetings, website, and communications by the Parish Council.  The Clerk explained that the Minutes of the March meeting had only been approved a few minutes ago and would be added to the new website, which was under construction and for which Parish Councillors were to receive training on 14th April.
Mr Freely then revisited the topics already discussed under this item and minuted above.  Cllr Wilson suggested that Mr Freely establish a working group, with the backing of the Parish Council.  Cllr I Elliott explained that the meeting on 15th April is publicised on the village What’s App group and suggested that those people who come forward might form the basis of the working group.  
Mr Freely then questioned the length of time it was taking to get a response from Cumberland Council, Cumberland Cllr Andrew Semple replied that the new Unitary Authority had been in being for less than a fortnight and already several meetings had been set up, with Mr Freely and others, to address these issues.

Mr Ed Heslam and Mr Bob Freely left the meeting at this point – 7.45pm



111/22 Matters Arising
i. Further to Minute 93/22, Mrs L Philipson had written to thank the members of the Parish Council for her gift and card.
ii. Further to Mins 97/22 ii and vii, the Clerk had made enquiries re grants.  The Windscale Wind Farm Fund, administered by Cumbria Community Foundation, may grant up to £5,000 towards the modifications to the Village Hall entrance, but this would be conditional upon proof that the remainder had been raised from elsewhere.  An application was to be made to the Robin Rigg Windfarm Fund for the solar panels.
iii. Further to Minute 105/22, a total of eight nomination forms had been submitted successfully, leaving one casual vacancy and no requirement for an election.
iv. Further to Minute 107/22 I, the pothole had been repaired but had opened up again within days of the remedial work being carried out – Clerk to report again to County Highways.
v. Further to Minute 107/22 ii United Utilities had agreed to remove the plastic from around the saplings.
vi. Further to Minute 107/22 iv the requests had been made; response awaited.
vii. Further to Minute 107/22 vi Cllr F Watts reported that a two-seater perching bench can be purchased for £102+ VAT and would need to be fixed to the ground.  No decision was taken.
viii. Further to Min 107/22 viii, and email from Mrs Shaw thanked the Parish Council for the donation of the Snooker Table to Great Clifton Youth Group and also stated that the Archdeacon had inspected the Church bank and was of the opinion that it was not showing any recent signs of slippage.  The Clerk was instructed to write again to Mrs Shaw, stating that the Archdeacon’s observations had been noted but the Parish Council is of the opinion that a suitably qualified person ought to be employed to assess the danger, pointing out that the Church would be liable should any accident occur due to erosion.
112/22 Allotments
Cllr K Stephenson reported that there had been some storm damage to one allotment overnight on 11th April, and in a separate incident, one allotment holder had lit a bonfire; Cllr Stephenson had spoken to the allotment holders concerned.  
The Clerk confirmed that all allotment rents had been paid for the current year, with only two being paid after the financial year end.
113/22 Parish Maintenance
i. Emails from Mrs Jennifer Wright re Stagecoach buses X4 and X5 were raised.  It was noted that this has been an ongoing problem with Stagecoach making promises it had been unable to keep.  The Chairman reported that the frustrations felt by passengers regarding the non-arrival of buses was the same in all the local villages.  Cumberland Cllr A Semple offered to make enquiries of Stagecoach as to what might be done. There was some discussion of the possibility of Stagecoach having electronic bus signs updated in real time to show when buses were due/running late/cancelled etc., and/or of developing a Stagecoach App to be accessed via mobile phones and other devices.
ii. The Clerk was instructed to report to Cumberland Council that the streetlight outside No 18 Fell View is out, has no number attached and the plate at the base is hanging off.
iii. Cllr J McCartney reported that the Handyman is to give the grass at the lonning beside Valley View a first cut and it was agreed that Cllr R Bell would add it to his list for future cutting.
iv. Cllr J McCartney reported that the fencing around the Village Green, opposite Gaythorne Terrace, had been damaged in the recent storm and would require repair.  Cllr K Stephenson agreed to take a look at it, and it was agreed that the matter be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting.
v. It was reported that the grandparents of young people who had been playing on the green area adjacent to the Village Hall were concerned at reports that the young people had been verbally abused by a local resident.  It was agreed that this was a police matter, not a matter for the Parish Council.
vi. The Clerk was instructed to write to Mrs S Shaw on behalf of residents of Nos 12 to 20 Chapel Brow, as the trees to the front of the houses are leaning over again.

114/22 Village Hall
i.  An email was received from Mrs Sue Tasker asking the Parish Council to find someone new to care for the flower beds at the Village Hall.  It was noted that Mrs Tasker had tended the beds for a number of years, initially in a paid capacity and more recently as a volunteer.  The Clerk was instructed to write a letter of thanks to Mrs Tasker.  It was agreed that a request for someone to take on the maintenance of the beds should be made via the village’s What’s App and Newsletter.  It was noted that the memorial rose for Cllr Josie Dixon is in the middle flower bed.  Mrs Tasker is happy to do a hand over to the new person once appointed.
ii. The Treasurer reported that the British Gas Direct Debit had been increased to £200 per month.
iii. It was noted that the annual electrical inspection is due in May.   Cllr J McCartney to contact Jason in this regard.
iv. Cllr Wilson reported that the enquiries re policy documents for the Village Hall was still outstanding.
v. Cllr Wilson reported that the Ukulele Groups had requested invoices, to be provided as soon as was practical.
vi. The Chairman stated that the annual Gas safety inspection is due shortly.  Cllr J McCartney agreed to engage a qualified gas engineer to undertake this work.
vii. Book money of £2.19 and rental money of £30 from the Bible Study Group were passed to the Treasurer.
viii. Cllr Wilson agreed to reimburse Cllr Elliott for the recent purchase of paper towels for the Village Hall.
ix. Village Hall emergency contact telephone numbers were updated and agreed.
x. It was noted that the smoke detector had been damaged in the recent flood, a new one was required.
xi. A number of suggestions had been forthcoming regarding the War Memorial in the village, following the publication of the last Village News, which will be summarised for discussion at the next Parish Council meeting.
115/22 Village News
Next edition due out in June.  Cllrs were asked to make suggestions of content at the May meeting.
116/22 BLCEH
Councillors were reminded of the Solar Made Easy event on 19th April from 4pm and asked to attend if possible. A banner advertising it was already up and more reminders would be sent via the Village Whats App group.
Cllr F Watts reported that CAFS would purchase some solar imaging cameras which could be hired out.
There as a possibility that the group would be hosting a further Big Green Week event in the summer.
117/22 Website
Councillors were reminded that website training would be taking place in the Village Hall on Friday 14th April at 1pm, those attending should bring their laptops.
Cumberland Cllr Andrew Semple left the meeting at this point – 8.44pm
118/22 Adoption of Children’s Safeguarding Policy
This had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Cllr Fiona Heslam had agreed to be Safeguarding lead, as she has the relevant training and experience, and it was agreed that the Chairman should be the second named person in the document.  
On the proposal of Cllr C Wilson, seconded by Cllr R Bell, it was unanimously agreed that the document be adopted.
119/22 Planning Matters
Nothing new this month
120/22 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman suggested asking John Elliott to sweep the Village Hall car park; Cllr R Bell agreed to ask him to do this.
121/22 Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported that the first half of the 2023/24 precept had been received into the bank account.
122/22 Authorisation of Payments
The following were approved:
HMRC 			PAYE				£ 86.00
Rev J Morgan 		Salary and Expenses		£369.69
R Bell 			Grass Cutting			 £ 80.00
123/22 Matters for Next Meeting
It was noted that the next meeting will be the AGM and will include a number of standard Agenda items for that meeting.  In addition, to include:
Fence at Village Green
Suggested content for next Village News
Summary of suggestions by residents for a Village War Memorial.

Date of next meeting
Wednesday 10th May 2023 at 7.00pm,  Annual Village Meeting followed immediately by Parish Council AGM.

The meeting closed at 8.53pm




Signed _______________________________________________   Chairman

Date _________________________________________________




