LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 8th September 2020 at 7.00pm
Present: Councillors Ian Elliott, Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Lynn Philipson and Carol Wilson.
Also present:  County Councillor Alan Kennon, Borough Councillor Peter Gaston and Rev’d Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Roland Bell. A letter of resignation was received from Cllr C Stothard who had moved to Aspatria since the last meeting.
01/20 Declarations of Interest – There were none.
02/20 Election of Chairman until May 2021
On the proposal of Cllr K Stephenson, Seconded by Cllr C Wilson, Cllr Ian Elliott was re-elected to serve as Chairman until May 2021.
03/20 Election of Vice Chairman until May 2021
On the proposal of Cllr K Stephenson, Seconded by Cllr C Wilson, Cllr J McCartney was re-elected to serve as Vice Chairman until May 2021.
04/20 Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr K Stephenson, seconded by Cllr C Wilson, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th March 2020 were approved and signed as a correct record.
05/20 Public Participation.  No members of the Public were present.
06/20 Allotments
Cllr K Stephenson reported that all was well on the allotments, one allotment had changed hands during the Summer and another was likely to become vacant at the end of the year.  There was currently a waiting list of 4 or 5 people.  The problem with the rats had not gone away but it was under control.  All allotment rents had been paid for the current year.
07/20 Matters Arising from the Minutes
i) Cllr C Wilson had successfully applied for a government Covid grant of £10,000 for the Village Hall.
ii) Cllr Wilson circulated the accounts for the year, and it was noted that in 2019/20 the accounts were in profit with increased income from lettings.  
iii) A £1,000 legacy had been left to the Village Hall from Cllr C Wilson’s late father.
iv) The Insurance policy was due for renewal and a cheque for this was signed from the Village Hall account.  Payment was also made for electrical works carried out in the Hall recently.
v) £265 for lettings was handed to the Treasurer to bank along with 80p from sale of books.
vi) Following discussion of a number of traffic related issues, not least the unauthorised use of the Village Hall car park as an unofficial used car lot, Cllr McCartney agreed to contact ABC’s legal department for advice on possible signage.
Cllr K Stephenson left the meeting at this point – 7.27pm

vii) Cllr J McCartney reported that the repairs to the drain outside 1 Valley View had been effected and the flooding issue had subsided.
viii) The Clerk was instructed to write to County Highways requesting speed humps on the road up to Little Clifton from Bridgefoot as a recent ‘Slow’ sign painted on the road was proving ineffective.
8/20 Defibrillator
This had been ordered on 7th March. Clerk to contact suppliers again to see what the holdup was.
9/20 Play Equipment – nothing further to report.
10/20 Bus Shelters – The Handyman had agreed to do the necessary works.
11/20 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman wished to record his thanks to the family of Cllr C Wilson for the kind legacy to the hall left by her late father.  He assured Cllr Wilson that the money would be wisely spent.
12/20 Clerk’s Report – this document is filed as Appendix 1 of these minutes.   Cllr J McCartney agreed to contact Cumbria County Council regarding the fence at Scots Croft.
13/20 Approval of Accounts and Adoption of Risk Assessment form
The clerk presented the accounts which were duly approved by the council and signed by the Chairman.
The Council considered the Risk Assessment Form and agreed to adopt it for the financial year 2020/21.
14/20 Accounts for Payment
HMRC			PAYE			    34.20

Rev J Morgan	          	Salary and Expenses	  157.44

15/20 Planning Matters  - there were none.
16/20 Parish Maintenance
i) Clerk to contact St Luke’s Church regarding the loose embankment from the end of Chapel Terrace to the Lych gate, which is in a dangerous state and needs attention.  A number of large cobbles and tree branches had been dislodged recently and were a potential hazard to pedestrians and motorists alike.
ii) Cllr L Philipson reported that a problem with people illegally taking over land on Cat Bank to raise chickens and sheep had been sorted out but raised concern that chickens were now being kept on land where the salt bins used to be housed.  A number of chickens had recently been killed by wild mink.
iii) Borough Cllr P Gaston agreed to contact Home Group again regarding the dangerous wall at Chapel Brow.
iv) It was reported that the resident who had been causing difficulties at Chapel Brow had since moved away.
v) The Chairman reported that the resident of Fortuna Villas had complained about ‘toxic bonfires’ over the summer months and had been advised to contact ABC Environmental Health Dept.
vi) It was noted that the speed cameras employed by the police has caught a few speeding motorists.
vii) Borough Cllr P Gaston agreed to speak to ABC Environmental Health officers about the dumping of waste on land opposite the Melbreak Hotel.
viii) The Council considered the suggestion from a resident that the unregistered part of Cat Bank might be registered by the Parish Council and decided not to progress this idea further.
17/20 Village Hall
There was a lengthy discussion about the possible reopening of the Village Hall, using information from ACRE, downloaded and shared by the Chairman.
It was agreed that the following needed to be in place before reopening could happen:
A Covid Risk Assessment
Provision of Sanitation facilities – Cllr Wilson to source 3 stations and sanitiser, plus blue paper and spray bottles.
Regular cleaning of the entire hall- Portable fogging machine to be purchased for £594 with 30litres of chemicals.  Chairman to order.  2 hour gap to be left between each group to allow for the hall to be thoroughly cleansed throughout.
Toilets – only one to be in use.  Slider ‘vacant/engaged’ sign to be ordered by the Chairman.  Cllr C Wilson to download and laminate Covid information signs as required.
Test and Trace information – each user group to be responsible for its own group’s information and to hold on file for the minimum 3 week period.  Sample documents can be downloaded for this.
Covid 19 First Aid Box and station plus plastic chair – Cllr C Wilson to organise.
Insurance has already been checked and is in place.
One way system – Main door to be entrance only, with fire escape door as exit.  As an interim measure, dispensation to be given to the disabled and wheelchair users to use the entrance also as an exit, with monitors.  Council to investigate grant availability to make the fire escape wheelchair friendly too.  Caution strip required for exit door to warn of two steps down.
Kitchen to be closed until further notice.  Groups to be advised to bring their own refreshments.
All user groups to be required to remove their own rubbish from the building after each session.
Books to be removed from shelves and stored in plastic containers in the locked store room.  Cllr J McCartney to purchase plastic boxes for this purpose.
A box of 50 spare masks to be available for hall users to purchase at £2 each, being the cost price.  
With all this in place, a target reopening date of 1st October was felt achievable.
Chairman to make enquiries as to the cost of installing WiFi to the Hall.

18/20 Matters for next meeting – none identified
Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 13th October 2020
The meeting closed at 9.10pm




Signed …………………………………………………………………………..   Chairman


Little Clifton Parish CouncilAppendix 1


Clerk’s Report to the Meeting held Tuesday 8th September 2020

· Since our last meeting the situation regarding Allerdale Borough Council’s intention to pass responsibility for the cost of electricity for street lighting to Parish Councils has been clarified.  The Cumbria Association of Local Councils and the National Association of Local Councils both initially advised that it was unlawful for Allerdale to pass this cost to Parish Councils but both bodies have revised their position on this following representations at national level.
Unfortunately, Parish Councils are now being advised to precept for the cost of electricity from April 2021, as this will be passed to us to meet.  Currently the cost of electricity for street lighting in Bridgefoot and Little Clifton is estimated at £1078.73 which will make a significant difference to our precept when we set it at the end of 2020.

· All allotment rents have been received for this year and have been banked.

· The Defibrillator has been on order since March and I anticipate that it will be fitted shortly.


· We were successful in our bid for funding for the new fittings in the Ladies’ toilets, and a grant of £500 was awarded by the Cumbria Community Foundation for this.

· In June I wrote to the County Council regarding an issue with the fence which runs around the Scots Croft estate, asking for some remedial action as the fence, which is over 40 years old, is quite dilapidated in places and was proving to be a magnet for young people.

· Cheques issued since the last meeting were as follows:
April 2020	HMRC (PAYE)					  34.20
		Rev J Morgan, Salary and Expenses		154.44
May 2020	HMRC (PAYE)					  34.20
		Rev J Morgan, Salary and Expenses		154.44
June 2020	HMRC (PAYE)					  34.20
		Rev J Morgan, Salary and Expenses		151.44
July 2020  	R Stephenson (Grass Cutting, full year)		900.00
Rev J Morgan Salary and Expenses		151.44
		HMRC (PAYE)					  34.20
		R Bell  (Grass Cutting, half year)			630.00
August 2020	Rev J Morgan, Salary and Expenses		151.44
		HMRC (PAYE)					  34.20

Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk.  8th September 2020
