LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 11th September 2019 at 7.00pm
Present: Councillors Ian Elliott, Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Brian Shaw, Lynn Philipson and Carol Wilson.
Also present:  County Councillor Alan Kennon, Borough Councillor Peter Gaston and Rev’d Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk
There were no apologies for absence. 
49/19 Declarations of Interest – There were none.
50/19 Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr K Stephenson, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17th July 2019 were approved and signed as a correct record.
51/19 Public Participation
No members of the public were present.
52/19 Village Hall
i) It was agreed that new porcelain for the two ladies’ toilets would be purchased in the new year, for which grants would be sought, on the basis that these would be environmentally more beneficial.
ii) £130 had been transferred to the Parish Council account from ABC in respect of the Village Hall being used as Polling Station in the European election; A cheque for £130 would be paid from the Parish Council to the Village Hall in respect of this. 
iii) J J Chapman Electrical Ltd had completed the quinquennial electrical inspection of the Village Hall.  Two of the new light fittings were found to be faulty and were replaced under guarantee.  Some other snags were also rectified.  The contractor advised that the dimmer switches may give rise to problems if they are used too frequently or played with.  It was agreed that this be kept under review and alternatives investigated should the need arise.  The invoice for £1,410 is to be passed to Cllr C Wilson for payment.
iv) Book money of £8.01 and £15 rental from the Sequence Dancers was handed over.
v) Cllr L Philipson reported that the Hall had been very cold when she had arrived to set up for Bingo the previous Monday evening and the thermostat was found to have been set to 0˚C.  
vi) It was noted that the floor is still being scratched with chairs being dragged.  A new notice to be put up clearly stating that chairs must not be dragged as the floor is being damaged and advising hall users to use the trolley provided for the purpose of moving chairs.
vii) Complaints had been received that some Hall users occasionally fail to clean up after their group activities to the detriment of the next groups in the Hall.   
viii) It was agreed that the Clerk would send a letter to all regular hall user groups re points v) vi) and vii) above.
ix) The new Cardboard and paper bin had been received from ABC and thanks were expressed to Cllr P Gaston for his intervention in this matter.
x) The Chairman agreed to contact David to have the pictures rehung – this to involve drilling the walls to affix screws
xi) New padlocks had been fitted.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr J McCartney for her diligence in ensuring that all regular user groups were furnished with replacement keys.
xii) It was noted that a blanking off plate had worked loose in the kitchen sink and needs replacing.
xiii) Cllr L Philipson confirmed that the teapots are now being stored underneath the sink in the kitchen.



53/19 Matters arising from the Minutes
i) Further  to Min 41/19 ii, the Clerk read email correspondence from County Highways, Allerdale BC and the Police, relating to speeding vehicles.  All three confirmed that the issues raised by the Parish Council would be referred to, and discussed by, the CRASH team at their next meeting.
Borough Cllr P Gaston confirmed that speed cameras had been employed in the village recently recording the speed of vehicles passing through.
There was some discussion of the ‘Its 30 for a reason’ stickers which had been employed previously and asked that several of these be employed at locations around the village boundaries.  Borough Cllr P Gaston agreed to ask ABC for some of these.
ii) Further to Min 41/19 v)  Borough Cllr P Gaston agreed to raise the issue of the dangerous wall at Chapel Brow with Home Group at a meeting already arranged for 12th September.  
iii) Further to Min 47/19 i) Borough Cllr P Gaston agreed to take up the various environmental concerns already reported to ABC.  
54/19  Defibrillator
The unit had been ordered. Installation is included in the price but some information is required by the company before the unit can be installed;  The Chairman agreed to provide this using a pro forma already emailed to the clerk.
The Clerk reported that the Defibrillator project had come second in the Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ scheme and was awarded £2,000, which had been claimed and would be paid into the Parish Council account, by BACS transfer, shortly.
55/19 Seating for Bus Shelter
The Clerk circulated details of three possible seating options.  It was agreed that this would be an agenda item for the next meeting, at which a decision would be made.
56/19 Chairman’s Announcements
There were none.
57/19 Allotments
Cllr K Stephenson reported that the rat problem was now under control and that sufficient rat poison had been purchased to last over the coming winter. 
Three allotments were to be vacated at the end of the year and those people already on the waiting list would be first served with these.
There had been ‘a couple of misdemeanours’ during the summer months but these had been resolved.
58/19 Clerk’s Report
The Clerk circulated copies of documentation relating to expenditure at the Parish Council elections in May.  It was noted that, as the Parish had been an uncontested poll, no parish councillors had incurred any expenses, received any donations or run an election campaign and all would, therefore, be returning Nil returns for these.  The forms were duly completed and the Clerk would deliver them to Allerdale House on 12th September.
59/19  Accounts for Payment
The following were approved for payment and cheques issued:
Rev J Morgan – Salary and expenses (September		 			£160.42
HMRC -PAYE (July)								£  34.20
R Bell – grasscutting								£180.00
R Stephenson – grasscutting 							£450.00
Mrs Jean Griffiths – reimbursement for rat poison				£ 67.99
Village Hall – Polling Station Fee 						£130.00

60/19 Planning Matters 
Notification was received of Full Plans Approved for Application No HOU/2019/0097 Two storey extension to the side of the property at 32 Valley View, Little Clifton, Workington.

61/19 Parish Maintenance
i) A letter was received from the resident of 2 Sycamore Garth, outlining recent acts of vandalism near her property.  The Clerk was instructed to forward a copy of the letter to the police, for attention.
ii) Cllr J McCartney and Cllr K Stephenson reported vandalism to the public seat erected in 1995 to commemorate 50 years of peace.  The plaque had been broken off the seat and damaged beyond repair.  A replacement plaque is to be purchased and affixed.
iii) The Clerk was instructed to raise with Cllr George Kemp (ABC) issues relating to moss on pavements at the following locations:
· Kirkfoot bus shelter on the Workington side of the road.
· Scots Croft
· Chapel Brow
iv) The Chairman agreed to ask Dave to cut the bushes and trees back alongside the bus shelter.
v) Cllr B Shaw asked that the Clerk would report to County Highways cracks to the surface concrete at the ford across Lostrigg beck on the U2187.
vi) Cllr J McCartney asked that the Clerk might report to County Highways problems affecting the resident of 1 Valley Vew, Little Clifton where , in heavy rain, water runs down Bone Hill and stands outside the property, with the pool extending up the driveway.
62/19 Matters for next meeting
i) Seating for Bus Shelter at Bridgefoot
ii) New toilet fittings for Ladies’ in Village Hall.

Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 9th October 2019

The meeting closed at 8.25pm
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Signed …………………………………………………………………………..   Chairman
