LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 12th October 2022 at 7.00pm
Present: Councillors Ian Elliott, Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Lynn Philipson, and Roland Bell.
Also present: Allerdale Borough Councillors Peter Gaston and James Grisdale, Mrs Marion Fitzgerald, Mr David Wilson, Mrs Fiona Heslam, and Rev’d Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Daniel Cassidy, who also submitted a letter of resignation as his work commitments will preclude him from attending meetings for the foreseeable future.  Cllr Cassidy’s resignation was accepted with regret, and it was hoped that he may re-join the Parish Council at some future date.  Apologies for absence were also received from County Councillor Alan Kennon for health reasons.
56/22 Declarations of Interest – there were none.
57/22 Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr R Bell, seconded by Cllr K Stephenson, the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2022 were approved and signed as a true record.
58/22 Presentation by Allerdale GDF Partnership  
Mrs M Fitzgerald explained that she was the Allerdale Representative on the GDFP, a group whose sole purpose is to progress in Allerdale the potential for a geological disposal site for highly active nuclear waste, in line with current government policy.  Geological disposal would be coupled with safe and secure interim storage in a series of tunnels and vaults.  The plan would be to find a site that would facilitate 1km2 of headworks and a 20km2 of underground storage.  This would be 22 miles off the coast.  Community consent would be essential before any work would commence.  

The formation of a strategy had gone through various stages before the Allerdale GDF Partnership had been formed and there were still several hurdles to cross before any decision could be taken.  Public consultation was ongoing, and the group aims to speak to all parish councils during 2022.  Mrs Fitzgerald left a number of booklets about the project on the table.

During the consultation stage, Community Investment Funding was available.  £1 million had been received for Allerdale in 2022, most of which was already allocated so any new bids for funding would be held over until the 2023 money was available.  There were some complications due to the new unitary authority for Cumberland coming into existence in April 2023.  In response to a question from Cllr J Grisdale, Mrs Fitzgerald stated that the independent chair of the GDFP has had talks with the leader of Cumberland Council, but the new authority is not yet in a position to make any decisions.

Mr David Wilson explained that he was the CALC representative on the GDFP as he is the Vice Chair of Allerdale District CALC and Vice Chair of Brigham Parish Council.  He reiterated that the process would stop if the public does not consent to it going ahead.  He explained that bids to the Community fund must include an element of Community Health and Wellbeing.  It will be 3 to 5 years before any positive data is put together with construction taking a further 15 to 20 years and site operation of up to 100 years.

The visitors were thanked for their presentation and left the meeting at 7.35pm

59/22 Public Participation

i. BLC Energy Hub
Mrs Heslam explained that she was waiting for the Parish Council to decide on whether or not to adopt the BLCEH as a Working Group as much of the future planning would depend on the outcome of that vote.  She was, nevertheless, to have a meeting the following day with Cumbria Community Voluntary Support who had offered 12 hours of business support to the group.

The Clerk had obtained model Protocols and Terms of Reference for the adoption of a Working Group, which had been emailed prior to the meeting to Mrs Helsam and the Chairman.  These set out how an adopted group would be constituted and would operate under the aegis of the Parish Council.  This included the requirement of at least 3 members of the Parish Council being members of the group and that no meeting of the group would be quorate without at least 2 of those members being present.   Currently only the Vice Chairman, Cllr Jean McCartney, was a member of the BLCEH.  Mrs Heslam indicated her willingness to be co-opted onto the Parish Council and on the motion of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr I Elliott, it was unanimously agreed that Mrs Heslam be co-opted as member of the Parish Council.   Mrs Heslam agreed to ask the members of her group if any of them would be similarly willing to take on this dual role.  

It was agreed that Agenda Item 8 be taken at this point.

On the motion of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr R Bell, it was unanimously agreed that the BLC Energy Hub be formally adopted as a Working Group of the Parish Council, subject to the Protocols and Terms of Reference already discussed.

ii. C.A.T.
The Chairman updated the council on the progress made to date.   It was a requirement that the Council had a H & S Policy in place for the application to go ahead.  The Clerk had obtained a model policy supplied by CALC.  On the motion of Cllr I Elliott, seconded by Cllr J McCartney, it was unanimously agreed that the policy be adopted.  Clerk to add to council’s website.  Review date to be the Parish Council’s Annual General Meeting in May of each year.

There was a wider discussion about other policies for the Parish Council and for the Village Hall.  This to be on the Agenda for the November meeting of the council.

60/22 Village Hall

i. Book money of £1.70 was received.
ii. Cllr Daniel Cassidy had supplied a quotation from SJD of Carlisle for 14 solar panels and two 5kw batteries including installation, of £16000.  There would be no VAT applied. The Chairman agreed to contact SJD to arrange for them to measure up whilst the clerk would begin seeking grants towards the cost of the project.
iii. The Chairman reported that the Architects had asked four companies to quote for the new doors, disabled access and disabled parking and had received three quotes, of which the best was from            W W Builders of Aspatria, of £25,618.  Clerk to begin seeking grants for these works.
iv. Cllr J McCartney agreed to ask Julian to fit the extractor fan and towel dispenser.  Jason had agreed to fit the lights for the toilets.
v. The Chairman reported that he had checked the defibrillator last month and issued the report to Community Heartbeat.
vi. Cllr K Stephenson agreed to affect a temporary repair to the large gate post on the community land adjacent to the Village Hall and to ask Curwen Sharpe to quote for a longer-term repair.
vii. The possibility of re-establishing a Village Hall Committee was briefly discussed but it was felt that Cllr C Wilson’s input would be vital to this debate, and it was agreed that this be placed on the Agenda for the November meeting.
viii. It was noted that the Bingo had not yet restarted.
ix. It was agreed that the Clerk should seek funding for a projector, laptop, printer, and drop-down screen rather than the items Mr Vidini had suggested, as this was more appropriate to the needs of the community.  The Parish Council’s association with Mr Vidini was now at an end. The Chairman offered to find information on the specifications for the drop down screen.
x. The Chairman confirmed that the rebuild cost form had now been completed for the insurers.
xi. The Clerk reported that bookings are up.

61/22 Matters Arising

i. Further to Min 48/22 I, Cllr P Gaston informed the meeting that Home Group did not own the Village Green and had never maintained it. The Clerk reported that emails from Allerdale Borough Council and Mr Simon Yeo indicated that the land is owned by the Parish Council but has not been registered so a land registry search could not confirm this.  Mr Yeo had included a link to enable registration.  Mr Julian Smith of Allerdale advised that Allerdale Contractors had been maintaining the land but had not done so for around 10 weeks.  Although he was unsure why that was, he had ordered them to cut the grass for the remainder of the season, after which he expected the Parish Council to take this on.  The grass had since been cut.  The Clerk was instructed to register the land.  It was noted that future maintenance would have implications for the Precept in future years.
ii. Further to Min 46/22 iii.  The Chairman reported that there had been some miscommunication with the bus drivers on the two routes and this had now been addressed.  New drivers were being trained up and it was hoped that the current difficulties would end once the staff shortage was resolved.

62/22 Planning Matters 

There were no new applications to consider.

63/22 Chairman’s Announcements

i. Great Clifton Community Youth Group wished to form a football team but were short of members so had issued an invitation to young people from Little Clifton to join them.  The Chairman had shared this information on the WhatsApp group.
ii. The annual village Litter Pick would take place on Sunday 30th October at 10am for one hour, with refreshments in the Village Hall afterwards.  

64/22 Allotments

Cllr K Stephenson stated that everything was now OK.

65/22 Clerk’s Report

The Clerk reported that the second half of the precept for 2022/23 had been received into the bank account.
The Precept for 2023/24 would need to be set at the next meeting.

66/22 Authorisation of Payments

The following accounts were approved for payment:

HMRC 		PAYE  			£  86.00
Rev J Morgan	Salary and Expenses	£365.79
R Bell		Grass cutting		£100.00

67/22 Parish Maintenance

i. The Clerk was instructed to write to Allerdale Borough Council requesting a new street sign for Valley View as the existing one is badly rusted, and to request dog bins for the 60/30mph post on Oldfield Road.
ii. The Clerk was instructed to contact County Highways to report an uneven drain outside No1 Valley View where a new drain was fitted and the edging not finished off properly, creating a trip risk.
iii. The Chairman asked if anyone knew who was responsible for erecting and removing the temporary illuminated speed safety sign at Great Clifton – this was not known.
iv. The Clerk was instructed to write to the manager at Tendley Quarries reporting a number of uncovered lorries being driven through the village of late.
v. The Clerk was instructed to report to County Highways that the bridge over the Marron, in Bridgefoot, has cracks appearing.
vi. The meeting heard that a young man is continuing to ride an e-scooter through Bridgefoot and now regularly vapes whilst riding it. He has also been seen leaving the village towards Cockermouth.  This has been reported to the police and also shared on the local WhatsApp group.  The Chairman agreed to also speak to PC Leanne Pettit about this issue when undertaking the speed training on 20th October.
vii. Cllr Jean McCartney agreed to ask the handyman, David, to clean up the leaves and debris around the bus shelter.
viii. It was mentioned that the old wreaths will need to be removed from the War Memorial before the new ones are laid on Remembrance Sunday.

Matters for the next meeting:

Policy Documents for Parish Council and Village Hall
Discussion on possible formation of a Village Hall Committee
Precept 2023/24 to be set.

Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday 9th November 2022 at 7.00pm
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