LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 9th October 2019 at 7.00pm
[bookmark: _GoBack]Present: Councillors Ian Elliott, Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Brian Shaw, and Lynn Philipson.
Also present:  County Councillor Alan Kennon, Borough Councillor Peter Gaston, Rev’d Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk and Mrs Susan Shaw
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Carol Wilson. 
63/19 Declarations of Interest – There were none.
64/19 Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr L Philipson, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th September 2019 were approved and signed as a correct record.
65/19 Public Participation
Cllr Shaw and his wife, Mrs Susan Shaw, handed Cllr Shaw’s letter of resignation from the Parish Council to the Clerk.  They explained that they would be moving out of the area and good wishes were exchanged between all present.  The Chairman stated that Cllr Shaw would be very much missed as he had been a good, faithful council member whose expertise had been called upon many times over the years.  
Cllr Shaw offered to the Village Hall an Amplifier and 2 speaker units which were the property of St Luke’s Church but no longer needed.  The equipment had been used in the village hall on previous occasions when Church events were held there and was efficient.  The Chairman accepted, with gratitude, on behalf of the Village Hall Trustees.
Cllr and Mrs Shaw then left the meeting.
66/19 Village Hall
i) It was noted that the porcelain unit in one of the Ladies’ toilets had now failed; agreed that new porcelain for the two ladies’ toilets would be purchased as a matter of urgency. The Chairman had obtained quotes for replacement units and these were handed to the Clerk who will apply to CCF.  The Chairman had held a preliminary conversation with Gary Higgs of CCF and had been assured that a bid for less than £500 could be fast tracked through the system.  Clerk to make the application.
ii) The Clerk informed the meeting that ABC would be using the Hall again on May 7th, 2020 for Polling for the Police and Crime Commissioner’s election.  The usual fee would apply.
iii) The Clerk had sent the requested letter to all user groups, as per last month’s minutes.
iv) Mrs J Caffrey, leader of the Sequence dancers’ group, had asked whether the CCL license for the hall would be sufficient to cover her group, or did they need their own, separate, license?  It was confirmed that the one license covers all music played in the building.
v) An enquiry had been made by a martial arts group to use the hall regularly on Wednesday evenings.   The Clerk explained that this would be a year-round booking and financially good for the Hall accounts.  The only group currently using the hall on Wednesday evenings is the Parish Council, for its monthly meetings.   In view of this, the Council agreed to move its regular meeting night to Tuesday, with effect from the November meeting.
vi) £52.50 had been received in cash from the Sequence Dancers which, together with £3.55 Book money, would be handed to the Treasurer.
vii) J J Chapman Electrical Ltd.’s account had been paid in full and a receipt was handed to the Clerk.
viii) It was noted that the pins were still required for the disabled ramp and the pictures still need rehanging.  It was agreed that an advert for a part time handyman be placed in various locations around the village.
ix) The £2,000 from the Tesco Blue Token scheme had been transferred to the Parish Council’s account.  Clerk to email, again, the technical information required by the defibrillator company, to the Chairman for action.  Clerk to also write to Mrs Denise Sanderson, thanking her for holding a collecting tin for the defibrillator at the Post Office.  
67/19 Matters arising from the Minutes
i) Further to Min 53/19 i,  Cllr J McCartney reported that speed measuring strips had been employed in the village at two locations in recent weeks. County Cllr A Kennon agreed to ask Steph Davis-Johnson at County Highways what progress had been made.  It was noted that a speed camera in a police vehicle had caught 17 speeding drivers.
ii) [bookmark: _Hlk22022265]Further to Min 53/19 ii Borough Cllr P Gaston had met with a representative of Home Group who had confirmed that the dangerous wall at Chapel Brow was their responsibility and would be made good.  There would be some disturbance whilst work was in progress, which was to be expected.  Cllr Gaston asked that any Home Group matters be referred to him in future, as he had the necessary contacts to ensure action is taken.
iii) Further to Min 61/19 i) Borough Cllr P Gaston confirmed that he would be having a walk around the village with the PCSO and representatives of Home Group on Monday 14th October and would raise these issues with them.
iv) Further to Min 61/19 ii) Cllr J McCartney showed the meeting the replacement plaque which had been donated free of charge by an anonymous donor, who would also arrange to have the plaque fixed in place.  The council asked Cllr McCartney to convey their heartfelt thanks to the anonymous donor.
v) Further to Min 61/19 iii) Emails from Cllr George Kemp and Charles Homes of ABC were read to the meeting.  The matters had been passed to County Highways for consideration.
vi) Further to Min 61/19 v) an email from Amber Sykes confirmed that the surface concrete at the ford across the beck would be repaired as soon as weather and beck levels permitted, hopefully in October. 
vii) Further to Min 61/19 vi) an email from Amber Sykes confirmed that the dip in the road outside 1 Valley View would be rectified by County Highways in the next financial year.

68/19 Seating for Bus Shelter – it was agreed that this was impractical and would not be pursued further.
69/19 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman reported that scam telephone callers had been operating in the area.  The Vice Chair confirmed that she had received one such call and had reported the matter to the police.
As a number of new families had moved into the village recently, it was felt an appropriate time to advertise the vacancies on the Parish Council.  Clerk to produce a poster and send to Cllr J McCartney for display.

70/19 Allotments
Cllr K Stephenson reported that three allotments were to be vacated at the end of the year and those people already on the waiting list would be first served with these. The Clerk handed Cllr Stephenson details of a gentleman who had been on the waiting list since February.
It was agreed that allotment rents be kept at the same rate for 2020.

71/19 Clerk’s Report
The following items of correspondence were received:
i) Remittance advice from Groundwork/Tesco £2,000.
ii) Remittance advice from ABC re second half of precept £3,750
iii) Allerdale Local Plan – details of consultation process.
iv) Allerdale Council Plan 2020-2030 consultation letter
v) GNAAS request for donation.
On the proposal of Cllr K Stephenson, seconded by Cllr R Bell, it was agreed that a donation of £200 be sent to GNAAS, as in previous years.
72/19 Accounts for Payment
The following were approved for payment and cheques issued:
HMRC -PAYE 								£  34.20
Rev J Morgan – Salary and expenses (October)	 			£167.33
R Bell – grasscutting							£220.00
GNAAS (donation) 							£200.00

73/19 Planning Matters  - there were none.

74/19 Parish Maintenance

i) Cllr J McCartney reported that she had met with Paul, an enforcement officer from ABC, earlier in the day and had walked around the village with him, pointing out the extent of the dog fouling at numerous locations.  Paul had offered a number of measures including putting sticker on pavements, roads and lampposts to encourage owners to pick up after their pets.  Claire McAvoy from ABC would also visit on Friday 11th October for a similar walk around; Borough Cllr P Gaston offered to attend this meeting.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr McCartney for this initiative.
ii) The Clerk was instructed to ask United Utilities why there was a generator running constantly at the local pump house.
iii) The Chairman reported that Mr Andrew Hunter, husband of the previous Parish Clerk, Jill Hunter, had died recently.  The clerk was instructed to send flowers to Jill on behalf of the Council, expressing sincere condolences.
iv) Borough Cllr P Gaston explained the CCC Voluntary Social Car Scheme which currently has no co-ordinator for this area and also requires volunteer drivers.  Cllr Gaston is hopeful that he can get this scheme going In the area and, to this end, Cllr J McCartney agreed to put up posters around the village advertising this scheme.

75/19 Matters for next meeting
i) Defibrillator
ii) Precept 2020/21

Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 12th November 2019

The meeting closed at 8.27pm




Signed …………………………………………………………………………..   Chairman
