LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 9th November 2022 at 7.00pm
Present: Councillors:  Jean McCartney, Carol Wilson, Fiona Heslam, Ken Stephenson, Lynn Philipson, and Roland Bell.
Also present: Allerdale Borough Councillors Peter Gaston and James Grisdale, Mrs Felicity Watts, and Rev’d Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Council Chairman, Ian Elliott, and County Councillor Alan Kennon both for health reasons.
Cllr J McCartney in the Chair
68/22 Declarations of Interest – there were none.
69/22 Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr F Heslam, seconded by Cllr L Philipson, the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 12th October 2022 were approved and signed as a true record.
70/22 Public Participation
Mrs Felicity Watts, as a member of the BLCEH Group, wished to be considered for membership of the Parish Council.  It was noted that this would fulfil the requirements of the Terms and Conditions for the Working Group agreed at the last meeting. 

On the proposal of Cllr F Heslam, seconded by Cllr J McCartney, it was unanimously agreed that Mrs Watts be co-opted to serve on the council until the elections in May 2023.

71/22 Village Hall

i. Book money of £12.20 was received together with £60 rental from the Gospel Group.
ii. Cllr I Elliott is to be reimbursed £35.99 for the purchase of white paper towels, Cllr C Wilson to organise.
iii. Cllr C Wilson reported that the final cheque to PRS has been authorised and the license will be cancelled. 
iv. The most recent Gas statement was £133.39 in credit and the regular DD had increased to £135/month.  
v. The Council considered the increasing costs for gas and electricity and decided that an increase in rental would be needed from 1st January 2023.  This was agreed as £10/hr for regular users and £15/hr for one off bookings.  Clerk to notify all regular users.
vi. Cllr J McCartney had asked Julian to fit the new extractor fan, which would be done on 16th November,  All other work in the toilet areas was now complete and the existing extractor fans would be cleaned out. 
vii. Cllr C Wilson explained the difficulties she was experiencing in invoicing the U3A groups.  It was agreed that the Clerk would ensure Cllr Wilson knew on a weekly basis which groups were using the Hall.  The Clerk updated the Council on bookings to date.
viii. The Clerk confirmed that she had purchased an Accident Book for the Parish Council, as required by the Health and Safety Policy adopted at the October meeting.
ix. The Handyman is to be asked to bleed the radiators.
x. The formation of a separate management committee for the Village Hall was discussed.  It was felt that this would be a positive move if the members of the committee were to be active and would work at fund raising events.  If that was not to be the case, the management of the Hall would remain with the Parish Council.  Should such a committee be formed, the responsibility for bookings would be relinquished by the Clerk and would be organised by the committee.  Cllr C Wilson agreed to print and laminate 4 x A4 posters asking for volunteers, to be displayed around the village.
xi. Cllr K Stephenson reported that he had  affect a temporary repair to the large gate post on the community land adjacent to the Village Hall and would make a longer-term repair when time and weather permitted.
xii. It was noted that three quotes would be required for Solar Panels before funding could be sought and it was suggested that Love Solar of Penrith and Greenfields of Penrith be asked to quote.  Cllr F Heslam asked if the solar panels would provide hot water for the heating system.  This was not known.             Cllr Helsam offered to look into the possibility of a ground source heat pump for the Village Hall and to report her finding to the next meeting.
xiii. The Clerk was asked to source a list of required Policy Documents for consideration at the next meeting.

72/22 Matters Arising
i. Further to Min 59/22 i.  Cllrs F Heslam and F Watts reported that the BLCEH Working Group, comprising 5 members, wished to produce a village newsletter.  Draft copies were handed around the room and discussed.  The idea was warmly received, and it was agreed that the document be titled ‘Village News’.  One of the members of the Working Group would produce the master copy of the newsletter and Cllr C Wilson offered to print the required number of copies.  An electronic version would also be shared on the Parish Council’s website and Facebook page.
It was noted that a Privacy and Data Protection Policy would be required, and the Council would look to adopt this at the December meeting.
ii. Further to Min 59/22 ii. Cllr F Heslam reported that the County Council had confirmed that it is no longer   planning to develop the piece of land but will not take on the CAT process, which will be the responsibility of the new Cumberland Council from May 2023.    
iii. Further to Min 54/22 iv. A reply from Mrs Shaw confirmed that the Archaeologist had examined the bone and found it to be a cattle radius.  The Archdeacon and the PCC were to work together on ways to secure the bank. 
iv. Further to Min 67/22 viii.  The Remembrance Service is to take place at St Luke’s Church at 9.30am on Sunday 13th November.   Cllr F Heslam to lay the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council.
v. Further to Min 67/22 vi. The speed training session had not taken place as PC Pettit’s vehicle was off the road.  Now to be rescheduled for early 2023.
vi. Further to Min 63/22 ii it was reported that another very successful litter pick had taken place with some 15 black bags of litter collected.
    
73/22 Planning Matters 

There were no new applications to consider.

74/22 Chairman’s Announcements
Cllr J McCartney stated that it was good to have new members on the Parish Council and thanked the BLCEH Working Group for bringing their ideas forward.

75/22 Allotments

Cllr K Stephenson stated that everything was OK.  There would be one change of Allotment holder this year and the Clerk had been given the details.  This leaves one party on the waiting list.

76/22 Clerk’s Report
Nothing new this month.

77/22 Precept 2023-24
The Clerk advised the Council of likely increases in expenditure in the next Financial year but that, due to careful accounting during the year, it would not be necessary to increase the Precept for 2023-24.  
On the proposal of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr K Stephenson, it was resolved that the Precept be set at £7.500.00 for 2023-24.

78/22 Authorisation of Payments

The following accounts were approved for payment:

HMRC 		PAYE  					£  86.00
Rev J Morgan	Salary and Expenses			£367.98
Rev J Morgan	Reimbursement for Poppy Wreath	£ 25.00


79/22 Parish Maintenance

i. Cllr P Gaston informed the meeting that he had reported leaves on the footpath from Chapel Brow to Bridgefoot to ABC for attention.
ii. The Clerk was instructed to contact County Highways to ask for a camera on the flyover bridge on the A66 approaching Stainburn, as drivers regularly ignore the double white lines and overtake in the path of oncoming vehicles.  It was recognised that the road is properly marked but it was felt that a camera would be a further incentive to drivers to abide by the rules of the road.
iii. Cllr P Gaston agreed to report to ABC a quantity of fly tipped materials at the top of Oakbank.

Matters for the next meeting:

Policy Documents for Parish Council and Village Hall
Quotes for Solar Panels and Ground Source heat pump for Village Hall 

Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday 14th December 2022 at 7.00pm
















Signed _________________________________________________   Chairman


Date _____________________________________

