LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 10th November 2021 at 7.00pm
Present: Councillors Ian Elliott (Chairman), Jean McCartney (Vice-Chair), Ken Stephenson, Carol Wilson,                            Roland Bell and Daniel Cassidy.
Also present: Cllr Peter Gaston (Allerdale Borough Council), and Rev’d Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk
Apologies for Absence were received from County Cllr Alan Kennon, for health reasons and Cllr Lyn Philipson for family commitments. The Parish Council accepted the apologies.
69/21 Declarations of Interest
There were none.

70/21 Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr R Bell, the minutes of the meeting held on 13th October 2021, were approved as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

71/21 Public Section
No member of the public was present.

72/21 Village Hall
· Book money of £4.77 was passed to the Treasurer, together with £15 rent from the Folk Group. 
· Tetra Tech had provided two quotes for work to design the external entrances, one more extensive than the other.  The figures were £3112 and £2900, both ex VAT.  After discussion, and on the proposal of Cllr C Wilson, seconded by Cllr R Bell, it was agreed to accept the higher quote.  This to be paid for from Village Hall funds, whereafter, funding would be sought for the work to improve the doorways.   Tetra Tech would project manage the entire scheme.
· It was noted that the Church Coffee Mornings were unlikely to resume due to a lack of volunteers to help with it.
· Cllr J McCartney was reimbursed £15 for 4 spare front door keys for the Village Hall.
· A booking had been received from the Inner Wheel for a lunch on 23rd January 2022, and from a private individual for a Christening Party on 13th February 2022.  
· One more art group was interested in a weekly booking.
· Chambers’ had been asked for a price for a 1m x 1m stainless steel splash back for the kitchen.
· Jason to be asked to check whether smoke alarms need legally to be wired to the electricity supply.
· The Handyman had agreed to install the paper towel dispenser in the kitchen.
· The Clerk was asked to make enquiries about the possibility of installing an electric car charging point on the Village Hall car park.
· An encouraging email from Mrs Jen Wright was received.  It praised the Village Hall as a venue and the ‘staff’ who run it. Mrs wright also offered the Ukulele Group to play, free of charge, at any future event the Parish Council would hold in future.  Cllr J McCartney reported that she had also received verbal compliments for the Parish Council for maintaining the Village Hall so well, installing the defibrillator and promoting defibrillator training in the village.
· Cllr C Wilson agreed to speak to both British Gas and E-oN about the feasibility of solar panels for the Village Hall.
· [bookmark: _Hlk87603798]It was agreed that a poster and fliers be placed around the village asking for people to volunteer to organise an event for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations (Thursday 2nd – Sunday 5th June 2022). Clerk to also advertise this on Facebook. 



73/21 Matters Arising from the Minutes
i. Further to Min 60/21 i, The Chairman had downloaded information from TOPAS and CRSP re road signs.  Clerk to investigate further for the next meeting.
ii. Further to Min 60/21 ii, Mr Gibson had agreed to clean the bus shelter.
iii. Further to Min 60/21 iv, Clerk to refer the matter to County Cllr Alan Kennon.
iv. Further to Min 63/21 i, Cllr D Cassidy agreed to lay the poppy wreath on behalf of the Parish Council at the service at the Church on Sunday 14th November.
v. Further to Min 63/21 iv, a letter of thanks had been received from the GNAAS, and a similar letter had been received for the Village Hall.
vi. Further to Min 67/21 v, there had been no improvement and the matter was now in the hands of the police.
74/21 Chairman’s Announcement
No further announcements this month.
75/21 Allotments
Cllr K Stephenson reported that he had spoken to Mr Beardsell who had agreed to tidy up his plot and had already begun to do so.  Problems with rats persist, otherwise all was well.
76/21 Clerk’s Report
i. Information had been received from HedgehogsRUs about a scheme to provide a Hedgehog Highway. It was agreed that one box of the advertised product be purchased at a cost of £150 plus £7.50 P&P. Clerk to advertise the scheme by poster and on Facebook.
ii. The Clerk presented the budget figures showing expenditure so far in the current financial year and projected expenditure to March 2022.  After discussion, and on the proposal of Cllr C Wilson, seconded by Cllr R Bell, It was agreed that the Precept for 2022/23 be set at £7,500, being the same as the current year.
77/21 Authorisation of Payments
The following were approved:
HMRC 			P.A.Y.E.			£ 34.20
Rev’d J Morgan		Salary and Expenses	£174.22
R Bell			Bus Stop Cleaning	£ 90.00
HedeghogsRUs		Hedgehog Highway	£157.50

78/21 Planning
No new applications had been received.

79/21 Defibrillator Training
Cllr J McCartney had delivered fliers to approx. half the village and had already received 6 positive responses.  Cllr C Wilson agreed to print a further 200 fliers (100 pages) for Cllr McCartney.  Clerk to advertise the training on Facebook.

80/21 Parish Maintenance
i. Clerk to ask the Church to cut back the overhanging branches from the trees in front of Nos 12 to 16 Chapel Brow.
ii. Clerk to report to ABC. CCC and Home Group that the tarmac pavements at Scots Croft are full of moss and very slippery.  It was noted that responsibility for these pavements is shared between the three agencies.
iii. It was agreed that the Handyman be asked to remove the wobbly, dangerous fence from around the green at Little Clifton.
iv. Clerk to report to County Highways that one tree on the verge on the left-hand side of the road connecting Chapel Brow with the A595 is leaning towards the carriageway, reducing visibility splays on the main road.
v. Clerk to write to Mr David Wood, asking him to cut back the overhanging hedge near the telecom boxes adjacent to the junction of the Bridgefoot/Little Clifton roads.
vi. It was reported that Telecom had replace a broken manhole cover where the existing one had collapsed.
vii. Clerk to report to County Highways hazardous parking on the road up to Little Clifton, causing a narrowing of the carriageway and congestion.  The slow sign on the road is obscured by parked cars, causing further hazard.  County Highways to be asked to look at the current situation with a view to easing the problems and to take this into consideration when deciding on future planning applications for building in Little Clifton village.

81/21 Matters for next meeting:
· Defibrillator Training
· Solar Panels
· Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations

Date of next meeting
Wednesday 8th December 2021 at 7pm.

The meeting closed at 8.44pm








Signed  ………………………………………………………………………………. Chairman

     Date  ………………………………………………………




