LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 12th November 2019 at 7.00pm
Present: Councillors Ian Elliott, Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Carol Wilson, Roland Bell, Lynn Philipson and Christopher Stothard.
Also present:  County Councillor Alan Kennon, Borough Councillor Peter Gaston and Rev’d Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk 
There were no apologies for absence. 
76/19 Declarations of Interest – There were none.
77/19 Co-option of New Member
Mr Christopher Stothard introduced himself to the Council.  His interests are in healthcare, environmental issues and youth engagement.  The Chairman reminded the Council that Mr Stothard had been involved in community litter picks in the past.  
On the motion of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr C Wilson, Mr Stothard was co-opted onto the council to serve for the remainder of this council’s term of office.  Cllr Stothard then signed a declaration of acceptance of office.
78/19 Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr R Bell, seconded by Cllr L Philipson, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th October 2019 were approved and signed as a correct record.
79/19 Public Participation – no members of the public were present.
80/19 Village Hall
i) The Clerk confirmed that an application had been made to Cumbria Community Foundation for £500 towards the cost of replacement toilets for the ladies’. 
ii) £4.65 book money was handed to the treasurer.  
iii) The Hall has been booked by Allerdale Borough Council for use as a Polling Station on 12th December.  The usual fee will apply.  This booking displaces the church coffee morning and the T’ai Chi group.  Cllr J McCartney to inform coffee morning, Clerk to email T’ai Chi.
iv) It was noted that some groups are still knocking the heating off completely and leaving the light on in the cupboard, despite the letter sent by the clerk.  
v) Cllr C Wilson confirmed that the annual fee for the music license had been paid, certificate to be placed on notice board.
vi) The martial arts group had begun using the hall and had been supplied with keys, for which the treasurer reimbursed the clerk £8.50.  A clash of dates had come to light, with the Nepgill Residents’ Association booking for their Pea and Pie supper predating the booking by the martial arts group.  The clerk was instructed to inform the martial arts group of the clash and offer them either the preceding Tuesday evening or later that Wednesday evening, as an alternative, either to be free of charge on this one occasion.  It was noted that the martial arts group is now firmly booked in the diary for every Wednesday evening, year-round, so no other bookings will be taken for those dates.
vii) The advertisement for a handyman had attracted only one enquiry, from a gentleman who would not be prepared to do any heavy lifting.  As it was envisaged that the person appointed would be called upon to move tables and chairs in the hall on occasion, it was felt that this enquirer would not be an appropriate candidate to call for interview.  It was agreed that the matter be put on hold until the new year.
viii) [bookmark: _GoBack]£355 had been donated by customers of One Stop in Cockermouth, towards the defibrillator fund.  It was agreed that this be paid into the Jubilee account at the Cumberland Building Society.  Cllr L Philipson to arrange this.
The Chairman had looked at the specifications for the defibrillator and confirmed that he needed to look at examples of locally installed defibrillators before confirming the details with the suppliers.
It was thought to be a good idea to see if any other community groups in the area are offering defibrillator training, with a view to sharing the cost of this.
ix) Cllr J McCartney agreed to ask Jason the electrician to alter the timer on the outside security light, which is currently switching on for too long.
x) It was agreed that a new cloth banner be purchased to advertise the Monday bingo sessions, and further agreed that this should measure 6ft long by 3ft wide with the wording ‘Monday night – Bingo – 7pm’.   Cllr J McCartney to obtain a quotation for this.
xi) Cllr C Wilson confirmed that she had purchased a quantity of toilet rolls and paper towels for the village hall.
xii) The Chairman explained that the current signatories on the jubilee account at the Cumberland Building Society are Ian Elliott and Susan Shaw.  As Mr and Mrs Shaw have recently relocated south of the county, it would be necessary to remove her as a signatory and to add another signatory to the account.
On the proposal of Cllr K Stephenson, seconded by Cllr C Wilson, it was agreed that Cllr J McCartney become the new signatory to the account.

81/19 Matters arising from the Minutes
i) Further to Min 65/19 i, Cllr J McCartney confirmed that a card had been sent to Mr Brian Shaw on behalf of the Parish Council.
ii) [bookmark: _Hlk22022265]Further to Min 67/19 ii Borough Cllr P Gaston asked whether work on the dangerous wall had started yet.  It had not.  In addition, the Clerk was instructed to write to County Highways reporting a dangerous wall beside the Chapel Brow bus shelter, and the verges in the same area where a quantity of soil has built up, restricting the footpaths.  Clerk to also ask whether a mirror might be installed at the entrance to Chapel Brow to aid traffic going in and out, as the volume of traffic has increased in recent years causing a hazard.
iii) Further to Min 67/19 ii) Borough Cllr P Gaston confirmed that he had held a walk around the village with the PCSO and representatives of Home Group on Monday 14th October and the following issues had been identified:
a) A request had been made for play equipment for village children
b) A request had been made for 30mph stickers – Cllr Gaston had explained the legal barriers to this proposal.
c) Speeding vehicles had been discussed.
iv) Further to Min 74/19 i) Cllr J McCartney complained that the Lonning is still being used as a dog toilet.  There was some discussion of the possibility of installing CCTV to catch offending dog owners on camera.  Cllr J McCartney to ask Claire McAvoy to visit again.
v) Further to Min71/19 a letter of thanks had been received from the GNAAS.
vi) Further to Min 74/19 ii) a letter from United Utilities was read and received.
vii) Further to Min 74/19 iv) the clerk reported that flowers had been sent on the council’s behalf to Mrs Hunter.  The Chairman had received an email from Mrs Hunter thanking the council for the flowers.
82/19 Defibrillator – Already discussed under minute 80/19 vii).
83/19 Chairman’s Announcements -none
84/19 Precept and Budget for 2020/21
The clerk presented a breakdown of expenditure in the year to date, anticipated expenditure to the end of the financial year, and expected expenditure for the financial year 2020/21.   On the proposal of Cllr K Stephenson, seconded by Cllr C Wilson, it was resolved that the Precept for 2020/21 be set at £7,500, being the same as the previous year.
85/19 Allotments
Cllr K Stephenson reported that he had tenants for the three allotments to be vacated at the end of the year and this would clear the waiting list. 
It was agreed that three clauses be added to the Tenancy Agreements from 1st January 2020, namely:
1. Cars would only be permitted on the allotments for loading and unloading, not for parking.
2. Young people are welcome on the allotments but must have adult supervision and the council would not accept responsibility for any ensuing accidents.
3. Requests for help or complaints should be made, in the first instance, to Cllr K Stephenson.
Cllr K Stephenson advised that more rat poison would be needed before the end of the year. 
86/19 Clerk’s Report – nothing further to report.
86/19 Accounts for Payment
The following were approved for payment and cheques issued:
HMRC -PAYE 								£  34.20
Rev J Morgan – Salary and expenses (November)
 – including reimbursement of flowers sent to Mrs Hunter		£195.88
87/19 Planning Matters  
Planning Application HOU/2019/0223 – Mr and Mrs Chambers – single storey rear and side extension, Glenhey, Chapel Brow - no observations or objections.
88/19 Parish Maintenance
i) Cllr R Bell asked whether the work had been carried out to the beck; it had not but County Highways had given assurances that it would be done within the current financial year, as water levels permit.
ii) The clerk was instructed to report to County Highways problems with drains blocked with leaves and debris, particularly on the road from Punderland to Furness House and from the Church down to Bridgefoot as well as the drain beside the bridge.
iii) Cllr J McCartney asked whether shillies might be placed along the path from Lostrigg Close to Sycamore Garth, but as it would make grass cutting much more difficult, it was decided to take no action on this suggestion.
iv) Borough Cllr P Gaston offered to visit the village with the local PCSO to look at issues of parking on pavements, particularly at Lostrigg Close where the issue is especially bad, despite several attempts by the Parish Council to rectify the matter.  A noisy car with the registration GT16OTZ would also be reported to the PCSO by Borough Cllr Gaston
v) Cllr L Philipson asked why the Parish Council had not laid a wreath at the Remembrance Service this year.  It was felt that this had been an oversight by the church, as no invitation had been received this time.
vi) The Chairman asked for guidelines from ABC on what can and cannot be recycled.  Borough Cllr Gaston agreed to ask ABC for stickers for the Village Hall recycling bins, as none had been supplied with the bins.
89/19 Matters for next meeting - None identified.
Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 10th December 2019
The meeting closed at 8.27pm




Signed …………………………………………………………………………..   Chairman
