LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Tuesday 11th May 2022 at 7.10pm
Present: Councillors Ian Elliott, Jean McCartney, Lynn Philipson, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Daniel Cassidy, and Carol Wilson.
Also present:  Borough Councillors Peter Gaston and James Grisdale and Rev’d Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk
Apologies for absence were received from newly elected Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple, who had a clash of meetings. 
6/22 Declarations of Interest
There were none.

7/22 Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr K Stephenson, seconded by Cllr R Bell, the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th April 2022 were approved and signed as a true record.
8/22 Public Participation
No members of the public were present.

9/22 Village Hall
i.  Cllr McCartney wished to conduct a review of the Clerk’s salary as it had come to light that this had never been done since the present Clerk was appointed in 2015.  The Clerk provided figures on the current nationally agreed pay scales for Clerks, then left the meeting whilst the matter was discussed.
On the motion of Cllr D Cassidy, seconded by Cllr K Stephenson, it was agreed that the Clerk be paid on SCP Point 15 at the agreed rate for 2022, and that, in recognition of the way in which the post had expanded since 2015, an additional 4 hours per week be added to the Clerk’s contract, to be backdated to April 2022.  This was unanimously agreed.   It was further agreed that the Clerk’s salary be reviewed annually in future.
The Clerk re-joined the meeting at this point.
ii. Book Money of £2.80 was passed to the Treasurer together with £90 cash received for two party bookings.
iii. The Chairman updated the council on the works to be undertaken in accordance with the architect’s proposals, these include new doors at both entrances to the building, with one wide panel and one narrow panel to permit wheelchair access and with glazed panels for visibility; new internal doors with smaller glass panels; wheelchair ramp; anti slip tiles; 2 x disabled parking bays.  The outside metal gates would no longer be needed, and it was agreed that these should be retained and used as a feature for the outside walls where hanging baskets and/or wall art could be attached.
iv. The Cleaner is now fogging the hall weekly,
v. Cllr C Wilson agreed to provide a laminated bin collection calendar for the cleaner.
vi. Cllr J McCartney had spoken to Jason again re the smoke alarms.  It was agreed that this work is now getting urgent. Cllr McCartney to speak to Jason about this.
vii. It was confirmed that the CCTV signs are now in place.
viii. The Clerk reported on a telephone conversation with Mrs Glynn, who runs the Tuesday Art Group.   Mrs Glynn had been unaware that Mrs Patricia Cox had been in touch about moving tables etc and confirmed that she had helpers to set tables and chairs up and to take them down again.  A team of 4 people regularly do this.  Mrs Glynn accepted the offer of an additional 15 minutes at the beginning and end of the sessions, to ease pressure on her and the volunteers’ time, and stated that they Art Group was very happy to be using the Hall.  The matter was deemed to be closed.
ix. Fliers informing residents that, due to the lack of volunteers coming forward, the Parish Council would be unable to host an event for the Jubilee.
x. The new baby changing unit had arrived
xi. Cllr C Wilson had made laminated ‘no dog fouling’ signs.
xii. The Treasurer had spent some time working out outstanding rentals for the U3A Ukulele Group and Art Group and this was now up to date.
xiii. Meter readings for both Gas and Electricity were taken.
xiv. It was noted that a ‘Takeaway at Home’ burger night was to be held in the Village Hall on 21st May.
xv. St Luke’s Church are interested in re-starting their fortnightly coffee mornings, possibly from 8th June.  The Clerk is in conversation with Mrs Sue Shaw in this regard.
xvi. The Chairman agreed to carry out the monthly defibrillator checks.
xvii. Cllr D Cassidy agreed to explore further options for electric vehicle charging points.
xviii. The Chairman is to progress the issue of solar panels with a company interested in supplying them.
xix. It was agreed that the CCTV footage would be viewed after the meeting to determine whose dog had been fouling in the vicinity of the Hall.
xx. The Clerk reported that she now had 3 letters of support for the IT bid from Borough and County councillors and this would strengthen the bid considerably.

10/22 Matters Arising
i. Further to Minute 112/21 i, Allerdale Borough Councillor P Gaston had walked around the village with PCSO Hannah Donaghee and no problems were identified other than parking on pavements, for which, Cllr Gaston said, the law is unenforceable.  This to become a regular event. 
ii. Further to Minute 112/21 ii it was noted that Mr Wood had still not cut back his hedge; people waiting at the bus stop had made complaints as the bush has long thorns – Clerk to write to Mr Wood a third time asking him to do this urgently.
iii. Further to Minute 112/21 v Cllr D Cassidy had obtained photographs of the drain covers and would forward them to the Clerk.
iv. Further to Minute 112/21 vii both Derwent Vale School and St Luke’s Church had agreed to advertise the litter pick.  10 volunteers from the village had already come forward.
v. Further to Minute 114/21 ABC had replied that it was not possible to provide a litter bin for the allotments.  Cllr K Stephenson confirmed that it was unnecessary.
vi. Further to Minute 98/21viii County Highways had cleared the footpath from Chapel Terrace to the Church lych gate
vii. Further to Minute 119/21 vii replies had been received from Steph Davis-Johnson and Police officer Leanne Pettit, the latter offering training days for a community speed watch.  The email was passed to the Chairman who would co-ordinate volunteers and liaise with Leanne.
viii. The bus shelter had been cleaned by the window cleaner, who was unable to clean the car park.  Cllr J McCartney agreed to contact the handyman to see if he could undertake this work.
ix. It was noted that there are possibly going to be changes to planning law.  It was further noted that the CCC application to build on land adjacent to Scots Croft was not yet timetabled for ABC’s Development Panel.

11/22 Chairman’s announcements
There were none.

12/22 Allotments 
Cllr K Stephenson reported that all was OK with lots of recent activity in recent weeks.  One allotment holder was not doing much this season and, if that remains unchanged, the allotment agreement would not be renewed for 2023.  There had been some difficulties with people parking cars near the allotments rather than sticking to the terms of the agreement, which stipulated vehicles could only be on site for loading and unloading.   Cllr C Wilson agreed to make signs to this effect.

13/22 Clerk’s Report
Nothing new this month.

14/22 Authorisation of Payments
The following cheques were issued:
Rev J Morgan  		Salary and expenses				499.07
HMRC 			PAYE						124.77
R Stephenson 		6 months grass cutting				500.00
R Bell			Grass cutting					300.00

15/22 Planning Matters
Nothing new this month
16/22 Parish Maintenance
i. Cllr K Stephenson reported that vehicles parking on pavements and grass were obstructing grass cutting equipment.  Borough Councillor P Gaston agreed to take photographs of the offending vehicles to share with the police.
ii. Cllr J McCartney reported that the sign had been removed from the public footpath which starts on the right hand side of the road adjacent to Lostrigg Close, goes on to Lostrigg Beck and onwards to Crossbarrow. The footpath is currently impassable.  Borough Councillor James Grisdale agreed to raise both of these issues with CCC.
iii. There was further discussion about the lack of play amenities in the parish and it was noted that several attempts had been made in recent years to garner support and help from villagers for new play equipment, without success.  The most recent effort had seemed encouraging at first, but people’s enthusiasm had waned very quickly.  It was agreed that this is not something the Parish Council could undertake on its own.  

17/22 Risk Assessment Forms
Copies of the current forms were circulated.  On the proposal of Cllr C Wilson, seconded by Cllr R Bell, the forms were adopted unchanged for 2022/3.

18/22 Matters for next meeting
i. Annual Accounts
ii. Electric vehicle charging point
iii. Solar panels – update

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 8th June 2022 at 7.00pm.   Cllr D Cassidy submitted his apologies in advance as he will be out of the area on that date.

The meeting closed at 8.46pm



Signed ______________________________________________________-   Chairman

Date __________________________________
