LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Bridgefoot Village Hall on Wednesday 8th June 2022 at 7.00pm
Present: Councillors Ian Elliott, Jean McCartney, Lynn Philipson, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, and Carol Wilson.
Also present: County Councillor Alan Kennon, Borough Councillors Peter Gaston and James Grisdale, Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple, and Rev’d Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Daniel Cassidy who had a work commitment. 
The Chairman welcomed Cumberland Councillor Andrew Semple to the meeting and introductions were made.
19/22 Declarations of Interest
There were none.

20/22 Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr R Bell, the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2022 were approved and signed as a true record.
On the proposal of Cllr C Wilson, seconded by Cllr J McCartney, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 11th May were approved and signed as a true record.
21/22 Public Participation
No members of the public were present.

22/22 Village Hall
i. Book Money of £4.30 was passed to the Treasurer together with £50 cash received for two occasional bookings.
ii. Cllr L Philipson reported that the Bingo sessions had re-started, with 12 in attendance at the first session although it was disappointing that there were no new people coming along.  Cllr Philipson also reported that there had been dirty cloths left in the kitchen, the light had been left on in the ladies’ toilets and the windows left open in the Kitchen and the Gents’ toilets, by a previous hall user.  Clerk to write to relevant person.
iii. Cllr Philipson confirmed that the metal gates for the Village Hall had been purchased some years ago by the Parish Council in lieu of its rental of the Hall for meetings.  The Clerk was instructed to contact Mr Alan Dawson for advice as to how best to reuse them as a decorative feature.
iv. The smoke alarms and detectors had all been fitted.
v. Cllr C Wilson reported on difficulties experienced with British Gas over meter readings, which had now been resolved and the account was on target to work out in accordance with the budget.  A new meter would be requested shortly.
vi. Cllr I Elliott reported that he had sent the defibrillator readings to the relevant authority.
vii. Thanks were expressed to David for fitting the baby changing unit.
viii. St Luke’s Church’s fortnightly coffee mornings had restarted on 8th June and a key had been issued.  Clerk to ensure they know to bring their own tea towels.
ix. At the cleaner’s request, cistern blocks would be purchased.
x. The Chairman reported that it became clear after the recent burger night that extractor fans are needed for the kitchen and the ladies’ toilet.  Chapmans to be asked to quote for these.
xi. It was noted that the towel dispenser in the disabled toilets is too high for wheelchair users to access. The same may also apply to the washbasin.  Chairman to ask advice from the architects. A second towel dispenser is to be fitted in the short term and David is to be asked to also fix the mirror to the wall in the Gents’ toilet.
xii. It was agreed that the exterior lights recently gifted to the hall be PAT tested, fitted with white bulbs and fixed to the external front wall of the building.





23/22 Matters Arising
i. Further to Minute 10/22 i, Allerdale Borough Councillor P Gaston reported that his planned walk around the village with PCSO Hannah Donaghee was being rescheduled. 
ii. Further to Minute 10/22 ii an email from Mr Wood was read to the meeting.  Mr Wood had promised to cut back the hedge once it was legal to do so, as he had done in precious years.  The Clerk was instructed to reply to him that the Parish Council noted his email and expect it to be cut back as soon as possible when the law permits.  Mr Wood also raised concern for the state of the wall at the Church – Clerk to refer the matter to Mr and Mrs Shaw for attention.   Cllr J McCartney reported on a recent telephone conversation with Mr Brian Shaw regarding dogs in the churchyard.  Cllr McCartney had suggested the church put up posters and considered CCTV.
iii. Further to Min 16/22 ii Borough Cllr J Grisdale reported that Hazel Wainwright at CCC had added the missing sign from the Lostrigg footpath on a list for replacement, probably in the autumn.  The Clerk was instructed to write to Mr Alan Matear asking him to cut back his hedge adjoining the footpath, as it is impeding access.
iv. Further to Minute 16/22 iii an email from Hayley Cherry was read to the meeting and its content noted.   

24/22 Chairman’s announcements
i.  The Chairman reported that former Parish Council Chairman Mr John Dixon had died recently, at the age of 96.  Parish Council members expressed their condolences.
ii. The Chairman expressed regret that nothing had been organised in the Parish for the Platinum Jubilee and it was noted that Scots Croft had held a street party on the Saturday.
iii. The Chairman wished to record his thanks to the dozen or so people who helped with the litter pick and to Allerdale for supplying the litter pick equipment and removing the filled bags.  It was noted that Allerdale enforcement officers were investigating four boxes of chicken carcasses discovered during the litter pick.

25/22 Allotments 
Cllr K Stephenson reported that allotment holders had been insulted by the ‘no dog fouling’ signs recently erected by the Parish Council in the area and had removed the signs themselves.  Further friction was reported due to Mr Michael McCartney parking his car at the allotments.  It was noted that the allotment contracts clearly state that vehicles are only permitted on site for loading and unloading and no vehicle is to be parked there.  The Clerk was asked to write a polite letter to Mr McCartney pointing this out and asking him to refrain from parking at the allotments other than to load and unload.  It was suggested that Mr McCartney might make a parking place for himself on part of his allotment and Cllr Stephenson felt that this would be a useful solution.
 Cllr K Stephenson asked the Parish Council to re-affirm that allotment contracts are awarded at his discretion. 

26/22 Clerk’s Report
Presentation of Annual Accounts:
The Clerk presented the Annual Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2022, which had already been approved by the internal auditor.  The Council formally approved the Accounts, and the AGAR forms were signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.   Clerk to send the accounts to the external auditor who will report back by 30th September 2022. 

27/22 Authorisation of Payments
The following cheques were issued:
Rev J Morgan  		Salary and expenses				392.76
HMRC 			PAYE						 86.00

28/22 Planning Matters
Nothing new this month






29/22 Parish Maintenance

i. Cllr J McCartney wished to report that there was no truth in the rumours that she had authorised double yellow lines at Scots Croft and Fell View.
ii. Cllr R Bell agreed to keep an eye on the fence on the land adjacent to the Village Hall and to advise when it is likely to need replacing.
iii. Clerk to ask Police Officer Leanne Pettit for further possible dates for the community speed watch training.
iv. Young people riding electric scooters had been reported to the police.  It was noted that the police have the power to seize and destroy vehicles being ridden inappropriately.  Councillors were asked to be vigilant and to report any incidents to the police directly.
v. It was reported that on Sunday 15th May boys had been caught trying to smash the bus shelter, Mr David Wood had spoken to them.

30/22 Matters for next meeting
i. Electric vehicle charging point
ii. Solar panels – update

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 6th July 2022 at 7.00pm.   

The meeting closed at 8.40pm



Signed ______________________________________________________  Chairman

Date __________________________________
