LITTLE CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 10th December 2019 at 7.00pm
Present: Councillors Ian Elliott, Jean McCartney, Ken Stephenson, Roland Bell, Lynn Philipson and Christopher Stothard.
Also present:  County Councillor Alan Kennon, Borough Councillor Peter Gaston and Rev’d Judith Morgan, Parish Clerk 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Carol Wilson.
90/19 Declarations of Interest – There were none.
91/19 Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the proposal of Cllr J McCartney, seconded by Cllr R Bell, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on12th November 2019 were approved and signed as a correct record.
92/19 Public Participation – no members of the public were present.
93/19 Village Hall
i) The following had been received in cash during the month:  £5.98 Book Money, £15 rental from Saturday Dancers for 24/11/19, £22.50 rental from Saturday night dancers for 12/10/19, £20.50 rental from          P Bratley for private hire of the hall.    
ii) Cllr J McCartney had purchased the new advertising banner for the Bingo, at a cost of £40, which was reimbursed.  
iii) Cllr J McCartney had the completed test certificates for the lighting, which it was agreed would be kept on site.  The broken light fitting had been repaired and the security light timer reviewed.  The electrician had advised that the ceiling is now very weak and may need replacing soon.  It was agreed that this be looked at in 2020.
iv) Cllr L Philipson advised that the thermostat was still being turned to zero by some groups, meaning that the heating does not come on via the timer as it should and making the room very cold for the next group in.  
v) The Chairman advised that the Grant Application to CCF was to be decided by the panel on 12th December.
vi) Cllr C Stothard agreed to advertise for a handyman via Facebook’s marketplace posts.
vii) Cllr L Philipson confirmed that she had paid in the £355 from One Stop to the Jubilee Account.  There had been a quantity of foreign coins included in the collection, so Cllr Philipson had made these up from her own purse, for which she was thanked.  Clerk to write a letter of thanks to One Stop.
viii) The Chairman confirmed that he would be opening up for the Polling Station on 12th December.
ix) The Clerk advised that St Luke’s Church had booked the hall for a service and buffet lunch on Sunday 29th December.
x) The Cleaner had advised that she would not be available to do her regular clean on 25th December or 1st January.   Cllr J McCartney offered to check on the hall in between Christmas and New Year.
xi) The possibility of putting up some Christmas decoration for next year was briefly discussed.
xii) The Chairman reported that the Camera Club was in the process of making a bid to the Robin Rigg Windfarm Fund for projection equipment and a drop down screen.  This was warmly received.
xiii) Cllr J McCartney agreed to ask ABC for stickers for the recycling bins, giving information on what may be placed in them.
xiv) The used spectacles had been taken to Heal’s opticians in Workington to be sent on to Vision Aid.  It was noted that some of the Bingo patrons had been inconvenienced by this.
xv) Cllrs R Bell and I Elliiott agreed to discuss trimming trees, outside of the meeting.
xvi) It was noted that the main noticeboard on the car park is showing signs of disrepair and may need replacement soon.  The clerk reminded the meeting that no provision had been made for this when the budget was set at the November meeting and the Precept for 2020/21 had already been claimed.

94/19 Matters arising from the Minutes
i) It was noted that work on the dangerous wall had begun
ii) Allerdale Cllr P Gaston advised the meeting that he had taken photographs of illegally parked cars on Lostrigg Close and had forwarded them to the police.  He would be seeking progress with the police on 11/12/19.
iii) Further to Min 88/19 i) it was noted that work on the Beck had now been completed.
95/19 Defibrillator – Cllr J McCartney agreed to look at the defibrillator outside the Carnegie and obtain the model number from it.  Cllr C Stothard reported that he has a contact for defibrillator training, which could be combined with basic life support training to widen the scope, if required.     Borough Cllr P Gaston suggested training could be combined with Winscale Parish Council’s training programme.
96/19 Play Equipment
The clerk reminded the meeting that the CCC grant of £2,249 was still available.  Cllr J McCartney agreed to identify an item/items of play equipment to purchase with this money, and report to the next meeting.
97/19 Chairman’s Announcements 
The Chairman thanked everyone for their hard work throughout the year and noted that the Parish Council is now regularly attended by both our Cumbria County Councillor and our Allerdale Borough Councillor, both of whom offer help and advice.   New members had joined during the past year, Village hall lettings were increasing and some good work was ongoing on the allotments with new people taking allotments in the new year.  It was noted that it would be good if some local people wanted to organise community events in the Village Hall, for which the space would be given free of charge.
98/19 Allotments
Cllr K Stephenson reported that everything had quietened for the winter.  Rats had continued to be a problem and more poison had been purchased to deal with this.  The Clerk confirmed that the new contracts would be sent out by the end of December.
99/19 Clerk’s Report.
A letter from ABC re footway lighting, advising that responsibility for energy cost of street lights would pass to the Parish Council from April 2021, was read and received.  It was noted that ABC would provide an estimate of energy costs in February 2020, which would help in setting the budget and precept for 2021/22.
100/19 Accounts for Payment
The following were approved for payment and cheques issued:
Cllr I Elliott – Chairman’s Allowance					£150.00
Rev J Morgan – Salary and Exps (December)				£159.22
HMRC -PAYE 								£  34.20
Zurich Insurance							£257.60
Rev J Morgan – Salary and expenses (January) 				£150.72
HMRC									£  34.20
Cumbria County Council (Ground rent)					£  67.00
Rev J Morgan – Salary and expenses (February)				£150.72
HMRC 									£  34.20
Mrs J Griffiths (reimbursement for rat poison)				£  48.89



101/19 Planning Matters  
Notice was received from ABC of an Appeal under Section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 by            Mr J Fletcher, for a proposed residential development at part field, Chapel Brow.   It was noted that the parish council’s previous comments on this application had already been forwarded as part of this process. The Council wished to make a further point that Kirkfoot Beck runs underneath this site and any additional water going into this beck would increase the risk of flooding in Bridgefoot, since Kirkfoot Beck runs into Lostrigg Beck.  Clerk to forward this observation to ABC.
102/19 Parish Maintenance
i) Borough Cllr P Gaston reported that a resident of Chapel Brow had requested that the bus shelter be demolished as it was preventing him from seeing when driving up the hill.   It was noted that the bus shelter had been in that position for over 40 years.  Resolved; no action.
ii) The Chairman agreed to obtain a quote for painting the bus shelters, for consideration at the next meeting.
iii) Complaints had been received of anti social behaviour by a resident of Chapel Brow which was causing several other residents to be afraid.  It was noted that this is a police matter.  Borough Cllr P Gaston agreed to raise the matter with both Home Group and the police.
103/19 Matters for next meeting 
1.  Play Equipment
2. Bus Shelters – quote for painting
Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 10th March 2020
The meeting closed at 8.35pm




Signed …………………………………………………………………………..   Chairman
